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PREFACE. 


Havin G aiid three stanzas to Antinomians 


in a small volume, which I am about to publish; 
—‘ Dartmoor and other Poems,” it was my 


original, intention to subjoin to these stanzas, 
in the form of a note, a few comments on the 


dangerous nature of the Antinomian tenets ; 


such tenets as I myself had heard enforced at 


Plymouth; but I soon found that the subject 


‘was too serious, and too complicated to be 


dismissed in so.summary a way, and therefore 


deemed it most eligible to print my observations, 


as I have now i ina form. 
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publioity given, to the monstrous heresies of the 
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undefiled #eligion” ‘to rémit their endeavours to 
- counteract and cure this spiritual murrain? Must 


2 


Antinomians, as a measure of questionable 
utility, from a fear that such dissemination 
might shock the minds of many, whilst it would 
be calculated to benefit none. The most con- 
siderate however, in every period, have not 


hesitated to expose theological error, from a 


conviction that a preponderance of good would 


be likely _ result from the exposure, and the 


attainment! of which good would have been 
impracticable without specifying in what the 
reprobated errors consisted. The foe must be 
seen before a blow can be aimed. : 


It should be recollected that from the time 
of ‘Himtington, Antinomian principles have been 
advancing. * He indeed was surrounded by a 
dongenial ‘atmosphere; mén the most illiterate, 


who could applaud and believe all which their 
oracle uttered, however gross, vulgar, and ‘un- 


scriptiral; but since ‘his day the leaven has 
extended itself; and men of education, with 
many Clkrgymen, in the ardour of delusion 
have’ not ‘hesitated to avow and to ‘propagate 
those ‘sentiments. Phe evil has ‘increased and 
asing, ‘ahd are the friends of “pure end 


crowds of theunwary be allowed to be led astray 


by'the weak or the wicked, on quéstions of vital 
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importanee, a lest by 
‘exposing such errors: their influence be 
extended ? | 


__ It has been my wish to exhibit, in these pages, 
precisely that degree of firm expostulation which 
the occasion imperiously required, and no more. 
But though I have endeavoured to preserve as 
subdued: a spirit as comported with a fearless 
‘exposure of one of the worst heresies that ever 
- associated itself with the Christian name, yet, 
_ the timid, who, from constitutional forbearance, 
are ever ready even to compromise truth for 
gepose, may condemn, what they could not 
imitate; or, if they should not. discourage the 
endeavour to repel this hydra-headed monster, 
may consider -me as having exercised undue 
severity, and that what I had to offer (to suit 
their taste) should have been disarmed of all 
‘point, by meferences alone to tame generalities. 
‘That the strict bounds of justice and propriety | 

I should be sorry to believe. 
dt is undeniable that too much forbearance has 
hitherto been exercised | towards Antinomians ; 
men who have so derided the limits.of decorum, 
and, in their extravagancies, so outraged de- 
cency; whilst the sentiments they advocate are 
89 pernicious, that they demand a treatment 
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‘and require that the character ‘of the remedy 
should bear’ some proportion to ) the violence ‘of 


the disease. 


-»The Wise Man has said, that there is a time 
“forall things,”’ but this cannot be the time 


to preserve silence, when a sect, contemptible, as 


a body, for every quality which ennobles the 
intellect, or the heart, is confederating with 


Infidels, of a different description, ‘in assaulting 
all the old and accrédited of 


and virtue. 
“T may be yotinitied to'state that I. hive felt it 
as painful necessity to be obliged so’ often 


to’ introduce the name of Dr. Hawker in the 


following pages ; but as it is impossible to write 
‘on optics without recurring to Sir Isaac Newton, 
$b ‘to comment on Antinomianism necessarily 
suggests the name'of Dr. H. the great patron 
and apostle ‘of this creed. Independently of 

which; tlie following observations were suggested g 


principally by’ this’ gentleman’s preaching,’ and 
are for the most part more than ‘animad- 


| might have myself‘ from ‘personal 
inconvenience, if, instead of affixing my tame 
to this pamphlet, I had: screened the author under — 
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some anonymous signature, and had ambiguously 
referred'to Dr. Hawker, by dashes and asterisks; 
but such temporizing. does not accord with the 
structure of my mind. The charges here ad- 
_ vanced are serious, from the averment of which 
not: shrink, nor from the: consequences of 
that averment. My name, therefore, whatever 
reluctance I might feel, became indispensable, 
as a debt due to the Public (who are the natural 
guardians of every man’s character :) and even 
_ Dr. Hawker himself would prefer an avowed | 
and open adversary (on public grounds alone) to — 
one. who might be deemed~a_ secret: slanderer 
from his withholding the only» signet which 


‘By the individuals whédel theological: views 
accord with those of the Doctor, I shall doubtless 
be deemed obtrusive,’ perhaps rude; for who.can 

- condemn without incurring the displeasure of 
those who are condemned? But, by others, who 
consider Dr. H..as having attempted,to make 
an irruption on the Christian world ;—as having, 

for.many years, :promulgated ‘heretical doctrines, 

reflected, discredit ,on religion; by: various 

crude notions, and antichri8tian doctrines; 
especially, by those’ who duly»appreciate, the | 
demoralizing ‘nature of. Antinomian; tenets ; 

‘shall stand. ‘and they 
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6 
approve that salutary severity, which under less 


‘imperative circumstances cduld not have 


eae and would never have been shown. 


in this to spel the aggréasions 


At of an enemy, who is the more dangerous from. 


his adopting the profession, and wearing the 
garb of a friend, it is possible that many, who 
éannot refute my arguments, may endeavour to 
counteract them, by ascribing some general 


quality to this small work ; perhaps by stigma+ | 


- tizing: it as personal; and who by this brief and 
pithy accusation, may flatter themselves. with 


having given an effectual reply. Now personality — 
is of two kinds: private and public. The first - 

is indefensible ; but the latter is gat not ~— 


sens two kinds of personality—If I were to | 
refer invidiously atid individually to Dr. Hawker, 
or his family; this would be discreditable . private 

personality. But, on the contrary, if I were 
to ‘state that. Dr; H.’s Addresses to his auditory, 
(in the estimation ‘of the writer) were not more — 
corfupt, ‘im many essential particulars, than they 
were incoherent, and ‘contradictory, If I were 


declare “that: these Addresses were, for the 


most part, compounded of avcertain set number 
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of words and phrases, and that they were repeated 
to the thousandth time, without the redeeming 
virtue of ingenious combination: If 1 were to 
affirm that it would be a misnomer to denominate 
_ these Addresses Sermons, from their being des- 

titute of all approximation to a coherent train 

_ of. thought; that they consequently consisted of — 

disjointed: sentences, worked up. into common- 
without beginning, middle, or 
;exerdium or peroration ; this .would be 
merely the expression of opinion, to which. all 

ave liable. who either verbally; .or by writing, 
the .Public,,.and would) not be private 
personality,—since, if it were so, our Public 
Journals would be wholesale calumniators. But 

if this may be affirmed of .an obscure. individual, 

- without violating the sanctuary of justice, how 
much more emphatically equitable is it, to com- 
ment.on the sentiments of a minister, like Dr. H. 
who notionly stands in a public capacity, but who 

is srecognized as the organ of /his:party; who-has 
-notoriously renounced: many -of the doctrines: of 
othe zealously upheld, 
and who now, the:midst ofsmumerous and 

imereasing! prosélytes,» broaches!)sentiménts: of 

a clearly: heretical descriptiony which. tend. to 
undermine all, religion; well ‘as, to.subvert the 

basis: of civil order; not private 


| personality.» It: is public personality, and. the 
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unbiassed ‘reader ‘will ‘determine whether ‘the 
subsequent observations are, or are not, founded 


in equity ; and whether’ my censures have not 
‘been moderately applied, amply: justified 
by the extraordinary circumstances 


| 


public in extreme cases, 


‘were amenable to pudlic notice, the most pestilent 
‘doctrines might be extended from Caithness to 
‘Cornwall, whilst ‘no one would dare to expose 
‘them; ‘lest they should incur the grave charge of 
private personality.. The public voice is avcensor 


it may be said, Why:e a 
echiandiy whose habits and pursuits have not 


~been expressly devoted to polemics, present 
_ himself in ‘such ‘a: conflict, when there are so 
‘many’ Clerical » champions, who would have 


‘exerted a stonger’arm, ‘and have wielded a more 


‘tried and effective weapon! am not: quite 


certain whether an earnest remonstrance, like 
‘the present, does not come better from a layman, 


‘whoidesires the \good will of all, but; in the 


‘pursuit of that which is right, fears none, than 
at would ‘have come from one of. the clerical 
vorder, Yet although I may be wrong in this 


| sdeeshieneniiiy ‘to the latter part of the objection 
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9 
)y most: cordially accede, and. should have -re- 
joiced, “Jf other had broken the sturdier lance’ ; 
but although thousands deplore the direful 
tendency of Antinomianism, and, in particular, 
regard with hallowed. indignation that part. of 
the fraternity which has so long. discredited 
Plymouth, and excited, pungent concern. in, the 
‘wisest and best of its inhabitants, yet how, few 
have advanced to seize the Antinomian. lion 
‘by the beard, and drag him forth to public 
observation! While this inglorious neutrality . 
is preserved, the enemy, ever.actiye, like all the 
-emissaries of evil, is undermining the bulwark, 
and making disastrous incursions into eonsectaind 


have conducted this exposure (cursory..as it 
professes to be) with far more ability than the — 
writer, may» be/socircumstanced, as to) possess 
opportunity, for determining,,with absolute 
precision, the full nature and. extent;of these. in- 
. jurious doctrines, as dispensed from Antinomian 
am, not. aware that) such direct,,and 
‘ample proof of.delinguency. as, the.-present,., (I 
cannot use a milder term), has ever before, been 
produced; and ‘the ‘‘law-despising visage’. so 
effectually: unmasked. which has. arisen, from 
this plain cause ;—-the opposition to. Antinomians 
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has been hitherto founded on what they have — 
written, (which no doubt is bad enough!) but 
these men, as the following statement will suffi- 
ciently evidence, are well known to modify their 
‘Worst avowals, in appearing before the public, 
afd to reserve their most virulent poison ‘for 
their beloved, blinded, and acquiescent hearers. 
"ndependently of which, many of those indivi- 
duals, who could most successfully have exposed 
error and vindicated truth, if they possessed 
intrepidity and leisure for such a service, and : 
for 80 long a migration, might feel a repugnance 


after Sabbath to men who held in such light 
_ estimation the “Saviour of the world,” and who 
deliberately opposed and perverted ‘so many of 
“the gracious ‘out of 
his mouth.” 
halen, I ‘trust, solely by the hope of doing 
good, and, ‘in'some small degree, ‘of counteracting 
‘evil’; “and though Ismay not accomplish 
which? I desired; yet some benefit ‘may’ result 
fromthe ‘endeavour; and I am thankful to the 
‘Almighty, that my life ‘has been'spared to bear 
‘this sélemn testimony against “False Professors,” 
‘who are labouring to subvert all that is venerable _ 
‘and ‘excellent in religion, and who must be 


(to'which [ was no stranger) at listening Sabbath 
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enemies to the putity of that faith, for which 


I shall conclude with 
the emphatic character of Antinomianism, from 
‘the pen of my friend Mr. Hall.—“ The Author 
‘igs at a loss to conceive on what principle, 
“or for what reason, dangerous concessions 
“ are due to- Antinomianism; that thick-skinned 
‘‘ monster of the ooze and the mire, which no 
“ weapon can pierce, no discipline can tame.— 


by the most as determined 


‘¢ As almost every age of the church is marked _ 


“by its appropriate visitation of error, so, little 
“penetration is requisite to perceive that 
* Antinomianism is the epidemic malady of the 
‘“ present, and that it is an evil of gigantic size, 
ee and deadly malignity. It is qualified for 
_ “mischief by the very properties which might 
_ © seem to render it merely an object of contempt 
._its vulgarity of conception; its paucity of 
“ ideas; its determined hostility to taste, science, 
“and letters. It includes within a compass 
“which every head can contain, and every 
“tongue can utter, a system which cancels 
“every moral tie; consigns the whole human 
“ pace to the extremes of presumption or despair; 
_ erects religion on the ruins of morality, and 
“imparts to the dregs of all 
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opposition to such a system. 


my 
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active. poison. 
himself honoured 
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may incur, through his 


tive. 
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feel 


«“ Author will ever 
whatever censures he. 
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Are there a rude censorious host, = 
Obtuse, ‘contentious, slaves of sense; 
_._. Who, in their chains; of freedom boast, ... 
_ And with, obedience dare dispense !_ 


Proud, domineering, —left to stray, 
Lost their labyrinth of lies; 


“Who hold the Word of Life at bay, 
they of yon celestial land, 


| _ Who spurn the good, nor evil fear 
. See! Lucifer his gates expand, 


| 


Havin G résided at E Plymouth; for some weeks, 
“in the’ suntiti€t ‘of the past year (1822) T occa- 


sionally attended the ministry” of Dr. ‘Hawker, 
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(which I had done on several preceding oc- 
casions, and at long intervals) to ascertain 


whether or not he manifested, in his sentiments, 


any indications of a convalescent state. 1 am 


compelled however te. observe, that Dr. H. 
appeared to exhibit progression, rather than 


retrocession ; and at the same time discovered an- 


increased excess of bitterness toward the whole 


Christian world; which he described as not 
only dark, but as being involved. in Egyptian 
night. - Censoriousness is well known to be 


a prominent feature in the Antinomian character ; 
and Dr. H. evidenced this spirit, by representing 
his ministerial brethren (however laborious, 


useful, exemplary, resembling their Divine 


Master)as*men ‘who knew absolutely nothing 


of genuine religion, ‘whilst by their erroneous ex- 


planations of scripture (he being judge) they only 
insured their ¢ own, and their hearers’ ‘destruction. 


To cite to ‘Dr. er the fe of that 
Saviour, whom he professes to honour, but to 


whom he so often does despite, would, I am 
afraid, be idle; as it would be, to confront his 
words with of the Apostles. He stands 


on higher ground’ than that of the inspired 
writings, and contriyes, through some inexplicable 
delusion,..to sustain his with the . 
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_It was afflictive to notice the cold and callous 
manner in which Dr. H. consigned. to perdition, 


all who were not in the state which. he was 


pleased to call “the covenant,” or in other 
words, who did not profess themselves to be 


his own. implicit admirers! The necessary con- 
comitant of this privileged. condition, in. the 


estimation of all Antinomians, is, an inoperative 


faith, and the more inert it is, the less it becomes. 


obnoxious to suspicion; but on the contrary, 
many individuals of this lax brotherhood very 
naturally superadd to their ‘‘ covenant state,” 


-a.license to. act, and speak, and. think, . with 


absolute ‘impunity, in any way the sinner likes 


best:; which. allegation, if required, I could 


by numerous but conclusive 


those whom he denominates “the chosen,” and this 

{ will express a few words: preparatory to enter- 
_ ing on my more. avowed object; mot with. any 
expectation of shaking the confidence of ‘Dr. H. 
who discerns.not, or evades, the force of the 


most demonstrative. arguments, but. with the 
| fervent, ‘hope that some of ; the, less: confirmed 


| 
; 
4 
® 
| 
a 
+ 
4 
q 
2 
a 7 
4 
4 
4 
5 x 
~ 
4 
a 
; 
4 
f 
= a 
A « 
‘ee 
4 
A, 
&. 
2 
‘ 
£ fi 
4 
4 
>.> 
* 
>. 
a 
ay 
» ~ 


16 


Antinomians may pause ere they resign them- 
selves to one of the worst of errors, and oppose, 
alike, the voice of reason and scripture. _ 


~ How are these “chosen” to be distinguished? 
; _ Not, according to Dr. Hawker, in the way by 
which St. Paul was persuaded respecting the 
believers, at Thessalonica, ‘that they were the 
chosen of God; namely, by their “work of faith,” 
and “labour of love,” and “patience of hope ;”, 
not because’ the gospel’ had come to them, not 
in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy 
Ghost, and in’ assurance, “asyeknow,” . 
says he, “ what mariner of men we were among 
you for your sake’; and ye’ became followers of 
G8;"and of the Lord, having received the word 
in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost, 
so-that ye were ensamples to all that believe.” 
= Dr. H: on the ‘contrary, endeavours to impress 
his’ followers ‘with’ conviction. that they. are 
“the chosen,” simply by his. own affirmation, that 
they are such; which is proved, not by any scrip- 
turaltest, but by their own settled assurance; and 
which assurance is not to be shaken in estimating 
themselves or others; even by the most. flagrant 
Babitual violations ‘of 15 


“Who can wonder that; 
‘ing? ‘estimable qualities but of. weak Judgments, 
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should be often with others, who 
hold moral restraint at defiance, and make ~ 
their Antinomian faith the apology for all that — 

is evil? like the heathen Hindoos, who justify 
their very sins by the latitude derived from thee 


to Dr. H. the primary object of 


faith, is, not the testimony of God concerning — | 


his Son; not the mediation of Christ, his suf- 
ficient ability and willingness to save all who 
come to him for eternal life. These are all 
subordinate objects, whilst with him, the validity 
of faith seems to rest on the individual’s own 
confident persuasion that he is one of “ the 
chosen.” I would ask, Can any human being 
know that he is chosen, except by the effects 
produced in his soul, which the Bible so express- 
_ ly declares to be the necessary accompaniments 
of such a state? It is nowhere declared in the 
scriptures, who, individually, is chosen, or who 


is not, nor can it be ascertained by any mortal, 


-as it respects himself or others, except by the 
“fruits of the Spirit.” On the one hand, by 
his believing in Christ; by his being renewed 
in the disposition of his mind; by his being 
conformed to the image of his Saviour; by 
his’ concern to ‘depart’ from all iniquity ; by 
the sanctification of the Spirit and belief of 
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in a state of salvation, and consequently be one 


_ doctrine :, much less would they. have dared 
to affirm that the bare unsupported admission 


the truth ; or, on the contrary, by his persisting, 


- till death, in impenitence and unbelief. 


Dr. Hawker carries the doctrine of Election 


to the most awful extreme, and contends, that 


those who believe as he does, or give a mere 
subscription to the dogmas which he proclaims, — 


must be admitted to the felicities of heaven, 
and vice versa. 


Their conduct, he declares, 
eannot “frustrate the designs of the Almighty.” 


‘Whatever they are, or do, or say, or’ think, 


operates as no impediment. Though they live 


and die like apostate spirits, they must sit down 


at last, with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, in 


the kingdom of heaven, on the virtue of “the 
- everlasting covenant”! Dr. H. might hesitate 
giving the statement precisely in‘ these words, 
but the doctrines he inculeates, when a 


The most maintainers of the doc- 
trine of Election in the Church, or out of it | 
(Toplady and Gill) would have shrunk appalled 


at the extremes. to which Dr. H. has carried it. 


They never asserted that a man might not be 


of the elect, who yet scrupled to embrace this 
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of the doctrine would prove a man to be in a 
state of 
Dr. H. in his zeal to exalt faith. and to ae 
good works, as the exclusive ground of the sinner’s 
acceptance, advances into the opposite extreme, 
and decrys good works even as the proof of 
faith ;_ nor does he conceive it possible for a — 
man to be “careful to maintain good works,” 
without his trusting in them. Bui can there be 
-@more direful and pernicious delusion than for 
an individual to affirm that he is one of “the 
chosen,” independently of all evidence arising 
from effects and fruits; and especially for him 
to cherish this confidence (as many Antinomians 
have done through the influence of false teach- 
ers) in an unrenewed state of the heart, and in 
a course of the most flagrant — of 
Christian conduct 


There is a striking accordance between the 
spirit which actuates Antinomians of the present 

day, and that which influenced the Jews during 
our Lord’s personal ministry on earth. The 
Jews founded their reliance of future happiness 
on the Abrahamic covenant, though they did 
not “thé works of Abraham :” A”tinomians rely 
on a covenant of their own creation, (for it — 
certainly is not in the Bible) which gives them 
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practice ce of bad 
‘@fonerates them from all obligation to perform — 

those that are “good.” The Jews called them- 
selwes the’ children of God, but the Saviour ‘of 
the world pronounced ‘them to be “ the children 
of the devil call. themselves 
@usively “‘the-children of God,” but how many 
‘to be feared, ‘are “the childfen 

Ofthe The Jews maintained a confidence 

im! their! own :séfety, because God was their. 


| the law.of God, which 
easurance: of; attaining heaven, because 
their: Saviour, :thongh’ they -reject the 
of that! Saviour, and like 


great’ prototypes affirm, that:-they, will not 


the analogy through a hundred other 


send “he, itheys believe, has 


for: they need, 


proof,of 


gather. 


have: this: ‘man to vule‘over them: But without 


features, it will be sufficient.to..observe 
the Jews “were righteous, and despised 
here'the -reseniblance, amounts’ to 
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racteristic ‘mark... They do’ indeed’ despise the 


whole professing world, ‘and fulminate ’ their 
denunciations against them, with an ‘asperity, 


scarcely surpassed by in Pav 


spring of all the Antinomian errors; is. 


that doctrine’ of.’ devile,” ‘called “‘Zmputed 
Sanctification!” Not that doctrine which teaches 


man’ to ‘confide in a better righteousness than 


“his own; not that doctrine which enforces on 
us humility from the consideration of our sins 


and ‘infirmities,~and urges’ us to say, “Enter 


not into judgment with thy servant, O Lord!” 


but that doctrine which robs the heart ‘of the 


very desire to do good; which induces a com- 
placency in the most inconsistent walk ; which 


Y@presses every aspiration: ‘to be! more conformed 


the “ will of God ;” and which makes the 


sinner, still loving’ and wallowing “in ‘sin, talk 
of Christ's ‘sanctification: being imputed to him! 
But he who'will be Judge of quick arid ‘dead; 
has anticipated their’ sentence’: He will: to 


them} “in that day,” “T-never knew 
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——— understood; and if one particular portion ap- 


pears, in its first aspect, to stand opposed to 
the whole current of scripture, should not the 
candid mind make the less submit to the greater! 


But instead of bending to the manifest spirit of 


the whole Bible, the Antinomian fixes his eye 


on an insulated passage, and deduces from | 
it some perverse interpretation. He disdains 
the ocean, but worships the stream. He passes 
over a thousand direct declarations, and after 


separating some particular text from its context, 
elevates it into a fundamental principle; “ de- 


_ceives many;” founds a school; introduces 


schism and heresy into the church, and thereby 
grieves the sincere believer, and 
cause of 


Thus i in one place it is said, ‘ Christ is made 
unto us, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
and redemption,’ and on this detached passage, 


_ Antinomians chiefly erect their system, and tell 


their followers, If Christ's sanetification is im- 
puted to them, they need not attempt to “sanctify 
the Lord God in their hearts,” as.it is already 


effectually. done for them. Duty they esteem to 


be a fable; Obedience a dream; and Holiness, 


both in desire and practice, a satanic delusion. 


It is.almost hopeless to reason with such minds. 


Every verse in rhe 119th is a refutation 
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of their impieties; and were it’ not to warn 
and deter others, not yet fully initiated into 
such errors, the writer of these strictures might . 


have preserved silence, from utter despair of 
ever being able to arouse Antinomians from 
_ their slumbers, which appear, for the most part, 
to be oo and fatal a as ro and the grave! 


Yet I would; still, even intreat “Dr. Hawker, 


and that most earnestly, to review once more 


his tenets: although one who has wandered, 
as he has done, and offered such violence to 
the Bible, and the Spirit of truth, excites but 


_ faint hopes of his attaining better apprehensions, 


yet I would even earnestly intreat him, and 


especially those who have not yet drunk deep in 


this heretical stream, to go to the Fountain-head 
of truth, and reconsider, dispassionately, without 
foreign aid, and without prejenies, the direct 


words of inspiration. 


- Did not Paul maintain that those who are 


in Christ Jesus are to be known by their walk- 


ing, not after the flesh, but after the Spirit? Did 


he not insist upon it, that if any man was in 


Christ, he was a new creature, and that if any 


one had ‘not the ‘spirit of Christ he was none 
of his?) Did he not exhort those to whom he 


wrote, to examine themselves whether they were 


“get 
a 
> 
i 
"4 
& 
¢ 
4 
> 
4 
it 
‘ 
te es 
’ 
4 
4 
a 
| 
a 
« 


24 


in the faith; to prove their ‘ownselves, to know 


their ownselves, to ascertain whether Jesus 


Christ was in them, by the fruits brought forth 
in their lives? Did not the Saviour, in whom 
they profess to trust, declare to his followers, 


and through them to all the generations of men, 
*T am the Vine, ye are the branches; he that 


_ abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth © 


forth much fruit.” ? Did he not again say, 
‘J have chosen you, and ordained you, that 


ye should bring forth much fruit.”!—« Herein 


is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, 


so shall ye be my disciples.” ’—‘“ If ye love 
me, keep my commandments.” ’—“ “Ye are my 


friends if ye do whatsoever I command you.”? 
And did he, not direct his disciples to go Sorth 


and preach the gospel to every creature? 


Could it if it were not 
by incontestible evidence, that any who declare 
themselves to be the followers of Christ, and 

profess to deduce their doctrines from the Bible, 


should despise. the solemn injunctions here 


named, and frame for .themselves a creed, at 
“utter variance with all the sacred records? Is — 


there any other class. of professed Christians 


who fail to regard their Saviour as exemplifying 


all that is excellent in principle and practice ? 
and..yet, whilst’ Antinomians retain his name, 
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many of them even question his’ moral purity, 

and at the same time disdain the precept 

which he enforced, and the practice which 
he displayed ! 


When was it ever known that an Antinomian 
reiterated these injunctions of the great Head — 


of the church? One of this class of teachers 


(who needed the best teaching) lately beheld 
a female follower, who was one of his zealous 
admirers, in a state of intoxication, when the 
only reproof he could find in his' heart to give 
her, was, “ Ah! Judith! I see you have forgotten 
_your Lord, but he has not forgotten you.” And 
this he ‘said without entertaining the least ap- 
prehension that either she or himself could have | 
been mistaken respecting her interest in what he 
called, her “ covenant state.” 


Here I might incidentally ask, if Antinomian- 
ism be a good, and the greatest good that man 
can possess, how do Antinomians prove their 
benevolence by burying such a treasure in their 
own breasts, districts, and countries? Where 
are their missionaries? What efforts do they 
make to. preach this gospel of theirs to distant 
nations? If it be the truth, they cannot be too 
zealous in extending it, yet we behold no en- . 
_ deayours to spread the glad tidings! Can they 
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be sincere in this estimate which they form of 
their “ purified Christianity,” or is not their 
taciturnity and their lingering Jocal propensities, 
some indication of misgiving, “ that all is not 
as it should be,”? But if they be sincere, and 
esteem consistency, and believe that it is the 
duty of all men to make others as wise and 
happy as they are themselves, where are their 
corresponding efforts? Why do they not essay 
to establish an Antinomian Missionary Society ! 
and send their illuminated brethren to convert 
the dark nations of the earth? They possess 
high advantages, and such as are exclusively 
their own. Other missionaries arefobliged to 
plant their battery against the almost impregnable - 
fortress of human nature, but the precepts of 
Antinomians (to change the figure) would flow 
in perfect accordance with the polluted stream 
of earthly affections. Other missionaries find 
their efforts often frustrated by the ungracious 
words which conscience forces them to utter, but 
Antinomians would appear among the heathen 
as privileged friends, who would “go in and 
out amongst them” with universal acceptance. 
They would prove to be, (in. ome sense,) the 
most . successful missionaries on earth.— Keep 
your idols,’..might they say, ‘ provided you 
_ Just own your empty allegiance to the King of 
heaven, whom we are come to name to you 
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keep your lies, keep your cruelties, keep your 


impure Orgies; we only want your faith, and 
this talisman will infallibly protect and 
to heaven.’ 


_ Instead however of evidencing any, solicitude 
to convert the heathen, and to erect truth on 
the destruction of error, like the first teachers 


of Christianity ; instead of subjecting themselves 
to toil and danger in disseminating their tenets, 
(of such supreme importance!) they hover around 
their own hearths in indolent security, and, as 
an apology for mot acting themselves, raise 
their loud and deepest anathemas against those 
who sacrifice all that is dear to man, that distant 


nations may know the truth, and unite under 


the banner of the. cross. 


But though Antinomians will pass no Rubicon 


to redeem from captivity the slaves of Satan, 
in remote regions; although they display the 
most rooted antipathy to disturb the usurpation 
of Boodh or Mahomet, they feel no repugnance 


to create dissension, and subvert the harmony > 


of every Christian congregation to which they 


can find .access. Discord attends them, like a 


shadow. They are constantly influenced by a 
restless passion, not to produce in others, the 


peace which, results from the love and fear of 
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God, but, to instruct men how bad they may be 
without endangering their safety; to undermine 


the faith which has produced the manifest fruits 


of the Spirit, and, from their delight in dis- 
sension, to live like the Australasian Peteral 
in an element of storms. 


But to return once more to Election, on which 


Dr. H. so incessantly dwells. Dr. Hawker, and 


the class to which he belongs, would do well 
to consider that, not one of the inspired writers 
has said so much of election as the apostle 
Paul, but did his assurance of this doctrine 
ever induce him to reject the use of means for 


the salvation of sinners? Did it ever check 
his compassion for all to whom he addressed 


himself? and especially did it repress his ardent 
prayers for all around hini, when he pleaded 
his cause before Festus and Agrippa, and in 
_ the exuberance of Christian benevolence, desired 


that all who heard him that day, might be, both - 
almost, and altogether, such as he was, except 


his bonds? So also upon his voyage to Rome, 


did his firm reliance on the revelation which 


had been made to him, of the preservation of 


all with'whom he sailed, restrain his interference 
to prevent the sailors from leaving the vessel, 


without whose assistance their safety could not, 


independently of a miracle, have been insured ? 
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29 
With equal consistency, in combining the means — 
with the end, the same Apostle declares that 
he kept under his body, lest having preached to 
_ others, he himself should become “ a castaway :” 
and almost to his expiring moment, he preached 
Christ, “warning every man, and teaching every 
man, in all wisdom, that he prevent 
man perfect i in Christ Jesus.’ 


But “where is the . warning and teaching of 
Dr. Hawker? Can he be equally free from the 
blood of all men, who scruples, nay who ab- | 
solutely refuses to follow the example of Christ, 
of his forerunner, and of the apostles, in calling 
upon sinners, indefinitely, to repent and believe 
the gospel? His addresses extend not to the — 
unconverted and disobedient; he condescends 
not to warn them, nor to utter a word of comfort — 
even to the feeblest of his fléck, who by attend- 
ing on his ministry, give at least some evidence — 
_ that they are inquiring “the way to Zion.” | It 
is “the chosen” alone (as he often reminds his 
congregation) for whom his solicitude is excited, 

_ those who do not need it, and. all others, in his 
estimation,. are no doubt, refuse weeds, the 
‘sooner burnt, “the better.” ! .The indescribable 
impression of surprise and affliction will never 
be effaced from my mind, which arose, when 
I heard Dr. Hawker, for the first time, tell. his 
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crowded congregation that his discourse was 
exclusively addressed to the chosen! How 
differently did the Saviour of the world treat 
the fallen sons of Adam. He, when he beheld 
a multitude, opened his mouth with blessings, 
and through his whole ministry stood at im- 
maculate distance from the enforcement of those 
bitter and bigoted restrictions which some who — 
assume his name, dare to utter in the temples 
of our God! Is this his religion, who came 
into the world to save all who call upon his 
mame?! who beholding a much larger concourse, 
exclaimed “‘Come unto me all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden.”? Does this correspond 
with the example of him who wept over im- 
penitent Jerusalem?’ or with that scripture which 
declares “Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him — 
return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him.”? or with these encouraging words, — 
“If any man ‘thirst, let him come unto me 
and drink.”? Here are invitations, from the 
Fountain of goodness and truth, ‘which Dr. 
Hawker cannot with his heart repeat! I re- 
iterate it, though the words 6f Infinite Goodness, 
which Dr. H: cannot with his heart repeat ! 
May it appear’ at last not to be’ * because 
‘not the of neither know- 
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manifests an arrogant desire 
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By thus limiting his addresses to the “dear 

people of God,” (a phrase with him of perpetual 
_ recurrence) Dr. Hawker is performing works 
_ Of absolute supererogation. He is evidently 
inconsistent with: his professed faith ; for if the 
decrees of God are supposed to clash with the 
use of means for the conversion of sinners, or | 
the advancement of the divine life in believers, 
_ how is it that he preaches? If neither sinners 
nor saints should be exhorted, because it is the 
_ Spirit that quickeneth, and none can succed in 
arousing them without his resistless energy, by 
the same reasoning he ought not to instruct 
his followers, and attempt to comfort “ the dear 
people of God,” for it is the Spirit's work, 
exclusively, to lead “8 all truth, and the 
Antinomian, who attempts to be the instrument 
of conversion, or to comfort “the feeble-minded,” 
according to Dr. H.’s own reasoning, only 


with Omnipotence. 


It is that, if means are wholly 
nugatory, it becomes unqualified presumption — 
to exert the slightest effort to turn the sinner 
from the error of his ways! And here Dr. 
Hawker preserves a dark consistency with 
himself: but another consequence follows. If 
Christians are never, by human-endeavours, to 
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“edified. sed built up;” if penitence is no 


concomitant of the pardon of sin, and 
the favour of God; if turpitude, in principle 
and practice, offers no impediment to either; 
obedience is both unnecessary and unrequired, 


and however long and fervent may be the 
addresses. of Antinomian ministers, wmless 
they desert’ their principles, have in 
reality nothing to offer their hearers but the 
“chattering of cranes!” All. the ordinary 


avenues to the heart are effectually closed; the 


wheel runs on with undeviating precision; hope 
and fear are superfluous; and (without tracing 
other tremendous consequences) a quadruped 


might as rationally be placed in a pulpit as a 


man.’ If Dr. Hawker never stimulates his hearers 
to higher attainments in religion, advancing from 
the ‘germ, ‘to the blade, and the ear, for what 


reasonable end can he assemble statedly his — 


‘lange congregation! his harangues can produce 


no effect, as he affirms, on those who are “ with- 
out the covenant,” and as the illuminated, 


his..view,. are as immoveable as stars, no stre- ' 


nuous, affirmations, can either accelerate their 
progress‘ toward.heaven or make them more 
of it then are. 


hin have ever irradiated the world, Dr. Hawker’s 
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primary design, in preaching, appears to be,  té 
make his followers satisfied with’ themselves; 
interdicting them alike, both from bewailing 
and forsaking their sins, as well as from aspiring 
after holiness. He appears even to dread in — 
them too near an approximation to heaven, lest 
they should not be sinful enough to be saved: 
consistently with which, he labours to repress 
- his hearers, the least rising of desire to 

press forward,” and confidently affirms they 
must remain: stationary ; that they never will — 
be better than they are; and, by implication 
better than they were, and consequently,” that 
they can neither forsake old sins, nor need: be 
solicitous to abstain from new! Whereby he 
declares Christ is magnified in saving such 
“sinks of iniquity!” This is indeed emphatically 
turning the grace.of God into lasciviousness !” 
leis only necessary for this faith, instead of — 
being speculatively retained; to be brought out 


full:-exercise,: as’ an operative principle, 


and, then, .as-the necessary consequence, Jmpure 
Hindostan would be esteemed “ the land of 
uprightness,” contrasted with Christian Britain. — 
- Gan a lighter charge be uttered, when Dr. H. 
‘unequivocally. tells his audience, that they 
cannot be more holy than they are, nor endanger — 
by any act; subsequent to their (imagined) con- 
version; the certain felicities that await them? 
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To give proof of their faith, is, with him, ar 
artifice of their grand adversary, and only ma- 
nifests a “legal spirit.” To drink of the Doctor's 
polluted streams, it appears, infuses at once 
into the renovated heart, an indestructible prin- 
ciple, which no action can impair, except 


is mot) this opening the flood-gates to every 
enormity! Is it not subverting the fine moral 


edifice, which it is the great object of religion 


to erect, and which casts a fostering and benig- 


nant shade over, otherwise (in the energetic 


language of Mr. Hall) “a deserted and fatherless 
world”? Is it not: destroying the immutable 
distinctions between right and wrong,’ which 
Eternal Wisdom :has established? And can 


- men who thus éndeavour to disseminate in ‘the 


Christian world. such pestilent doctrines be 


regarded in any other light; than.as enemies 


to the truth ; 


deprabity are not universally displayed: by Anti- 
nomians;’ it:results: from no inherent quality in 


their creed: ©The -world of iniquity is wide 
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_ before them, “where to choose their place of 
rest,” but, as Lord Bacon has observed, (in 
different words,) it is possible even for certain 
_ Atheists not to become general pests; for the 
Almighty, in his superintendence of human 
affairs, so balances checks with propensities, 
and so counteracts bad principles, by the 
restraints of society, and other subordinate con-— 
siderations, that tenets, dangerous in themselves, 
and often producing, in particular individuals, 
their full measure of evil, ate so counteracted 
in others as to divest them of their worst con- 
sequences. Circumstances alone develop the 
true character: the lion may be soothed; and 
the serpent charmed, but their dispositions, 


In to the sentiments, noticed, 
adverse ‘alike to the commands of Heaven, and 
the interests of men, I did indeed feel my spirit 
kindle within me, whilst I sustained an aug- 
‘mentation of concern from the remembrance 
of Dr. Hawker’s former preaching and writings. 
He’ was once an advocate for the truth. Some 


his pieces Have practical and sanctifying 


tendency, and such also had his sermons. 
He’ appeared once to have partaken, in some 
of ‘the of his’ Master.. 
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He understood, at one time, that the Christian — 
_ dife was a race; that a goal was in sight; and 


that a crown was held out to the faithful be- 
liever, who.continued steadfast to the end; but 
now. all is reversed. The palm is acquired 
hefore the race; the goal is reached, and the 


in, well doing, is already worn! He “did. run 
well, who ‘heth 


crown, | which awaited. the patient cdntinuer 


nature of..error, and, that when the scriptures 


are once renounced as a standard of faith, and 
a rule of life, the enemy enters into the heart, 


“like a flood,”.and conducts from one portentous 
Stage to another, ‘till at length no enormity 


of sentiment, or of conduct, may not be. enter- 


tained and practised. It is impossible to doubt, 


if Dr. H.. were to. disclose, for the first time, 
his. present direful. opinions to his. own, or 
any congregation who had derived their belief 
purely.from.: the .Bible,:but that they would 
revolt‘from.him,-with alarm and horror. This 
he: cannot: question, .but why should such effects 
be: produced: if there were not in his preaching 
some quality,adverse.to the. truth? The de- 
cided .repugmance to .Antinomianism, in every 
unsophisticated). mind, is to be overcome alone 
by sow. process. of undermining, in which one 
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outwork after another is till, finally, the 
— ond is the fall of 


“Dr. that it was of late 
years that he knew the [Antinomian] ¢ruth, 
but this acquisition was made by protracted 
pradations, and the same progressive light (‘or 
rather darkness visible”) he has communicated 
to his hearers, “ here a little, and there a little,” 


"till, at length, even with the scriptures ‘before 


to his own! But as the process is still advancing, 


them, their views are completely assimilated 


can Dr. H. determine where he will stop?—or 
_ into what new region of error he will not con- 
_ duct his too credulous flock? Judging of the 

future from the past, wherever he leads they 
_ will follow. He has wandered himself far out 
of the right way, and multitudes inconsiderately 


‘very vortex of destruction ; nor can any power, 
short of Omnipotence (through his own ap- 
pointed instruments) arouse them or Aim from 
their torpor, and reveal the perilous gulf on the 
verge of which they repose. This marvellous — 
domination which Dr. H. has acquired over — 
_ his hearers’ minds illustrates human: character, 
and furnishes’a striking instance, how effectually 
men, sometimes, may be made to renounce ‘all 
independence’ of thought, and after resigning 


attend his footsteps, dreaming of safety, in the 
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into other hands the understandings they cannot 


guide, to follow their spiritual pilot, resolutely, 
_ though quiescently, down the “broad” and fatal — 


stream, over. which lowers 


he of Dr. 8 
irallietione, inculcating his new views ; the zeal 


‘with which, in cheap forms, he has dispersed 


them; and Ais insinuating volubility, it is pro- 
bable that his pernicious influence has tended 


te corrupt and obstruct Christianity, at least in | 


the West of England, (where Antinomianism 


has. made an alarming  progress,) more than 


any ten Infidel writers who could be named. 
The latter chiefly confirm unbelievers in their 
faith ; those who were ententdently. enemies to 
the truth, ‘‘by wicked works;” but here is an 
individual-who has unhappily obtained possession 
of a Christian pulpit, who now “makes havoc 


_of the church,” and though a professed shepherd, 


exerts: his -unwearied. efforts (unintentionally it 
may be supposed) to pervert and contaminate 
And here I wish to observe, that 
with Dr. H. personally, I have no controversy. 
He may be every thing his friends believe him 


to be. My remarks are directed not against 
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oe and the records of truth. 
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dangerous doctrines, it arises solely from a desire 
to arouse the ill-instructed to a sense of their 
state, by a solemn appeal to their pail ei 


i _Dr. Hawker is now odnenaiain fast to the 
termination of his labours. The hoary head 
intimates to him that the Bridegroom is at the 
door! Can self-deception. advance so far as to 
enable him to say with one, between whose 
sentiments and his own there is an interminable 
space, “I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished course, I have hept the faith.” 
It behoves him pie to review the prominent — 
character of his discourses, and, if in his heart- 
he is not satisfied that the doctrines he so 
. zealously advocates, have a direct tendency to 


Se promote the honour of God,. the, purification of 


the heart, the discouragement of sin, and the 
advancement of. personal holiness ;, I warn him 
to pause, and as he will -have,to answer it, 
erelong, before, the..tribunal of.,heaven, in this 
his eleventh hour, and while time, for retraction 
and repentance, is. still vouchsafed, to imitate, 
in his. preaching, the only infallible standards— 
Christ..and. his Apostles. In.order to be .ex- 
onerated from. the condemnation of the wicked, — 
themselves to‘the of their death. . 
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Who but Antinomians, and those whom they 
have blinded, can recognize in the jargon of 
good-and bad, right and wrong, which they con- 


which instructs us to feel for all as brethren, 
and whilst it inculeates the example of Him, 
“who was a Samaritan,” enjoins on its advocates 


(regardless of secret things” which “belong 


to God”) to endeavour, with the blessing of 
the Highest, ‘to convey spiritual benefits to the 


fallen and wandering sons of men, and that with 


afi earnestness proportioned to the unspeakably 
greater value of eternal things, over those which 


‘The blending of sand sind bad; in 


: ee above referred to,. is the circumstance 
which - powerfully augments the perilous nature 
of their discourses. Next to the promulgation of 


all good; the exhibition of ai/ evil is to be desired. 
The latter, in its clear poisonous superscription, 
is rendered comparatively innoxious, by warning 
every eye, and furnishing an antidote to every 
Kearts:but where good and bad are equally com-— 
_ .binied, or a few grains of truth are united with a 

mighty preponderance of error, the one operates 
as a bait, and minds of slender discernment and, — 
therefore, disqualified for, nice separations, often 
drink jn the whole, to their unutterable confusion. 


stantly utter, the beneficent spirit of Christianity? 
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T can truly affirm that one of the most affecting 
: ‘sights I ever witnessed, connected with a reli- 
gious exercise, was presented to me in beholding 
Dr. Hawker's spacious church thronged to the 
ceiling with an attentive audience apparently 
“feeling” after the truth ; desiring the best 
gifts, ‘as far as they understood them, and who 
were fed, but, verily, not with the “ Bread 
of Life.” 


Far be it from me to involve in one sweeping 
condemnation all who attend the addresses of 
Dr. Hawker. His hearers no doubt deem him 
to be enlightened from above and fancy that 
they derive from his explications of scripture, 
grander, and more luminous views of truth. 
It would be uncharitable not to indulge a hope 
that many of these decorous listeners manifest 
how possible it is (as the late excellent Mr. 
Fuller has expressed it) for men to be “ better 
than their principles ;” and many of whom, it 
might be only necessary to know, in order to — 
revere, but the question is, not whether a volcano 
may Lie emit some light, gleaming through an 
oppressed atmosphere ; not whether a verdant 
and ‘solitary pine may not sometimes be descried 
amid the’ sterility ofan’ Alpine winter, | but, 
whéther the’ doctrines enforced by Antinomian © 
ministers naturally tend to make their followers 
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trusted: to the declarations of a fallible man, 
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m ore tumble; better.members of society; more 


_ tender toward the unfortunate; more upright in- 


their secular transactions ;, more zealous to ex- 
tend the glad tidings of salvation to the nations 
that sit in darkness; and, as the final criterion, 


- whether such preaching necessarily conduces to 


Religion, sightly. understood, and sincerely 
felt, exerts a transforming influence. The thief 
that stole, steals no more, and. so on. through 
the whole decalogue ;. but if hearers are never 
instructed in their duties and. obligations, but 
on the contrary are perpetually reminded of 
their privileges, and the efficacy of faith.(which 


‘devils have) without the accompanying’ works 


which evidence the reality of that faith, they 
are criminally pampered with false hopes, and 
their condemnation will be, that they. have 


and have not, with a teachable heart, consulted — 


“the divine records.. With the Bible. before 
“them, in all its hallowed precepts, and splendid 
examples, and with the Holy Spirit waiting to 


instruct, if rightly implored, they possess no 


sjustifying plea for their ignorance; but thrice 
more aggravated will be Ais,.judgment, who 
deliberately mis-directs the inquirers. after truth, 
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43 
and cries “Peace! Peace! when there is no 


| 


peace.” . 


Will Dr. Hawker deny that Christianity has 
a tendency to enlarge the sphere of human 
sympathies, and to transform the selfish, the 
intemperate, and the profane, into their direct 
opposites? . To entertain a different opinion — 
_is hardly ascribable to a rational being, and yet 
so hazardous; is it to predicate any thing respect- 
ing the sentiments of Dr. H. as the consequence 
of premises which all others admit, that though 
I presume on the preceding inference, it is very © 
doubtful whether such a concession would; be 
granted ;. but venturing to believe. that Dr. H. 
would admit that Christianity possesses - this 
tendency, should he not,; as a_ conscientious 
‘minister, and as the. necessary consequence of 
such admission, suffer his tongue. to cleave to 
the roof of his. mouth, rather than not remind 
his. hearers. of so salutary a truth? Ought he 
hot, in consistency with such a faith, often and 
faithfully: to. declare, that the impenitently .dis- 
obedient, . as. well. as. the ‘‘delievers”. but not 
doers,” will never call their Judge, theix Father, 
_ or (in the mysterious language of tlie Apocalypse) — 
have “right to the. tree of life’? Instead 
of thus proclaiming what. the great Head.of 
the church, and his disciples have engraven, 
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as with “an ifon pen; in the rock for ever,” 

this ill-fated assemblage never hear from him 
the voice of admonition! nor are they taught 
_ even to suspect, that their renunciation of all 
that is bad, and their exemplification of all that 
is good, at least in desire, intention, and effort, 
determines alone the valid entrance of truth into 
their hearts. It may be affirmed, unhesitatingly, 
_ that Paul addressed more admonition and caution 
even to two evangelists, in his short Epistles, than 
‘Dr. H. has addressed to his whole auditory for the 
last seven Which most it? 


man asserts, am sure to heaven,” 
he may be right, or he may be wrong; abstractedly 
considered, strangers are personally interested in 
neither alternative; but if we perceive in the man 
who thus expresses his assurance, an increase of 
fidelity; more honour, disinterestedness, and 
kindness; if we find that the faith which he has 
professed, produces a solicitude to “stand in awe 
and sin not;” a growing love of holiness, and re- 
verence for the commands of God, with the effects _ 
which uniformly spring from the religion of Christ, 
if all their beautiful diversities, we are interested 
inthis man. We derive from him, in common with 
all around, substantial benefits, ‘and at the same 
time receive from his example a fuller confirmation 
_ oftherenewing and elevating tendencies of genuine 
Christianity, 
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A wish to ascertain how far the opinions of | 
the Rev. John Hawker, of Stoke Church near 


Plymouth, accorded with those of his father, — 


induced me. to attend also his. ministry; and 
what will the reader say, upon understanding 
that this gentleman surpasses even his sire, 
in all that is extravagant, acrimonious, and 
antichristian ; and that he also, like his father, 


openly avows and exults in the profession of _ 


Antinomianism. From the wide spirit of de- 
nunciation in which he indulges towards others, 

and his own confidence of entering heaven; 
in the estimation of “the Rev. John Hawker, 
of Stoke» near Plymouth” (to imitate one 
of ‘his .own. hyperbolical illustrations) if only 
two created. intelligences were to be ad- 
mitted into the celestial. mansions, they would 
doubtless. be, first, himself, 


‘This, is. of. the Church. ‘of 
England, this is the professed follower of the \ 
- compassionate Saviour, who could declare from 
his pulpit, ‘If there be an individual present, 
who. disbelieves,, or who entertains a doubt, of 
the truth of every word contained in the Bible, 
I would. not. go outside that Porch, to convince 
him the truth, as it, is in Jesus!” ‘There 
‘are first, which shall. be last, and. there are last 
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which shall be first. Mr. Hawker has the re- 
putation of being a creditable liver, and a 
humane man, but such is the warping and 
inhumanizing nature of his system that the 
individual who, from his first natural impulse, 
would rush to save a drowning fellow-creature, 
would not stretch forth his hand to rescue an 


so a sense of this 
Of means, it would appear 
eredible that any motive should be found 
powerful enough to prompt such an individual 
to the exercise of his ministerial functions, if 
did not recollect that the keen eye of an 
Antinomian can discern between the ‘means 
which are connected with the mammon of un- 
righteousness, and those means which tend, merely, 
to repress vice ; admonish transgressors ; stimulate 
‘the faithful; and magnify the Saviour; by pro- 
claiming salvation, through name, te every 


are reat talkers without being 
‘such. ‘Their speech, copious as 
it is, results from reflection ; and’ though’ they 
speak fast, yet this capacity has been purchased 
‘at’ the expense of slow thought, while° they 
preserve, at the same time, a symmetry and 
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coherence in their discourse, which constitutes 
_ it, the essence of wisdom, rather than a crude 
unconcocted effusion. But on the contrary 
there are many redundant expatiators, who in 
all they utter propose to themselves no ulterior 
or specific object; whose speech is coeval: with 
er rather antecedent to their thoughts. Now 
they pursue one train of ideas, and then an 
opposite, alternately averring ind retracting : 
and now again, in the plenitude of promise, they — 
charm the patient listener with an encouraging | 
gleam, that seems the forerunner of a bright — 
rising, but, by the usual fatality, this momentary 
irradiation soon expires in total darkness. 
At length, wearying and wearied, the sage 
declaimer, after expending “to no purpose a 
prodigious number of words, and running in 
a circle which leaves no trace on the memory, 
ultimately terminates his protracted and laborious 
cireumlocutions, in enforcing some favourite 
truism, or by saying, in a 
at all. 


are the verbose, vapid, and ‘incessant 

talkers who endeavour, though ineffectually, to — 
make up by the abundance of expression, what | 
they want in the weight of meaning, and who 
decide with a characteristic promptitude, ‘where 
Locke and Newton would have hesitated. This 
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48 
feverish and impetuous constitution . of their 
minds (if other circumstances were more fa- 


vourable) disqualifies them for grappling with 
a comprehensive thought, and pursuing. it, 


through all its recondite bearings to a legitimate 
issue. They carry not about them the matured 


judgment which insures a steady and safe course 
through the quicksands of diversified opinions. 
They may sometimes be right, for who is always 


wrong, but if they seize on truth, it is ascribable — 


more to a fortuitous ‘‘ pounce,” than to an eye 
steadily fixed; that first fascinates its object, 
and then secures it by the vigour of its mental 
grasp. Their tongues are usually on full stretch, 
running; a race with their understandings, with 
the prospect, if not certainty, of the “little 
members” complete success; nor. can it -be 
otherwise, when they deny themselves that pause 
for consecutive induction, which. the elucidation 
and mastering of truth, in all her departments, 
necessarily demands... Ideas they. indeed pos- 
sess, like the orders of friars, black, white, and 


_ grey, and thick and superficial as the cress on a 


summer pool ; and this plenitude of disorganized 
conceptions, they have the faculty of supporting 
by a formidable array of words, which astonish 
some, confound others,: and amuse. a_third. 


A. mule does not more... imperiously , require 
a bridle in his mouth than a man; who has 
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the shagaletnie to be afflicted with this confirm 
and inane 


sls Antinomian ministers give clear in- 
dications of belonging to this class: They 
decide on all subjects, past, present, and to 
come, manifest, or profound, with’ one intuitive 
glance. All is confidence and dogmatism, 
while every proposition is rca at once ‘to 
_ its simplest result, “ It is,” or “ It is not.” 

As it concerns divine subjects, and where 
respect is paid to the express limits of revelation, 
affirmation is warrantable ; but in discussing 
those points, where there is no express authority; 
and in reference to subjects, which eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, nor heart conceived, 
wisdom and reverence equally demand. caution: 
These gentlemen, on the contrary, take a lucid 
view into the invisible world, and found their 
hazardous assertions on presumptuous and flimsy 
reasonings ; which, however, always carry con- 
viction to their own minds, and, it, may be 
conjectured, to most of their hearers. Doubt, 
on every topic, appears’ to: be exorcised. Mists 
and darkness offer no obstruction: to their 
vision. All is éither’ the peak, or the valley, | 
without ‘any: intermediate space, and they ex- _ 
patiate on the’ hidden ways and ordinations 
of the Almighty, as if. they had stood by, 
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‘appalling spectacle, of the redeemed, advancing 
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spies on Heaven's work.” But: this digression 
is conducting me too far from. ‘primary 


? 


To pursue sentiments as 
entertain, to their final and. inevitable con- 
sequences, would tend to impugn the very 
wisdom of God; in bestowing any Revelation 
whatever on man, combining as it does, the 
example of prophets and apostles, who, through 
a succession of ages preached righteousness — 
‘and warned transgressors to flee from the 
wrath to come ;”. all which, it. appears, was not a 
‘written for our instruction.” Had the Almighty 
formed an arbitrary determination to save out 


Of earth’s teeming and successive populations, 
the diminutive band of Antinomians only, and 


that without bringing them, in this life, “ through ~ 


‘sanctification unto obedience ;” the end might 


effectually have been answered, without any 
other intervention than the silent decree of 
We should then have witnessed the 


toward heaven, without a preparatory meetness! 
and the world at the same time: exhibiting a 


. moral chaos ‘that assimilated it \to an. appendage 


of hell! Infinite: Wisdom, however, bestowed 
on his revolted: creatures, 4 Bible, and a way 


of escape the of his 
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Son, who in every word: he uttered’ ‘condemned 
those who say, ‘fLord!” “Lord!” while they do - 
hot the things which he has commanded. 


The Saviour of the world has promised “life 
eternal,” to those who through faith in. him, 
feed his destitute brethren ;” give drink to\the 
thirsty ; accommodate the stranger; clothe the 
naked; visit the sick ; and cheer the prisoner; 
but unless there exist some external’ and dis © 
criminating mark, namely, the mark of OBEDIENCE 
to his precepts, where are we to look for those 
whom’ he condescendingly denominates “his 
brethren,” that we might: testify’ a compliance 
with his commands? None can’ dive into the 
recesses of his fellow’s heart, but. conformity to 
the divine requirements furnishes the test to which 
Christ: himself so constantly appealed, as de- 
‘Signating his brethren. We may ‘confidently 
repose therefore on the assurances derived from 
this:source ; and though plausible, but deceptive 
resemblances, sometimes cloak: an. unrenewed 
heart, yet we cannot recur to higher evidence — 
than external appearance; and benefits rendered’ 
to such as furnish this: test, whether misplaced: 
or not, are acceptable with the Almighty. If 
those, who profess to be the “children of the . 
Most High,” »present no other proof of. their 
affiliation,. than: bare assumption, effectually 
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counteracted by an unfruitful faith, we know 
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not whom to deem “the disciples of Christ,” 
and, consequently, a duty is exacted of us, and 
a reward offered, without any possibility of our 
complying with the one, or (in a restricted 


-sense,) of our deserving’ the other; and. this 


perplexity is augmented ten-fold, if the avowed 


“brethren of our Lord” are not only not dis- 


tinguished from others by their good works, but 
are notoriously eminent for their bad ones ! : 


We should teen exercise some forbearance. 
toward these unhappy gentlemen, nor reason 
too closely, with them, for it really appears to 
éxceed the utmost stretch of an Antinomian’s 
understanding, to comprehend the distinction 


between the moral, and ceremonial law, between 


the abrogation of the one, and the perpetuity 


ofthe other: and -it is this ‘obtuseness of their 


faculties, which, makes them accumulate all the 
scripture| declarations, that the law (ceremonial) 
is abolished, .and..which they adduce as a tri- 


-umphant, evidence, thatthe. law (moral), in its 


nature, eternal,.is superseded ;.or, in their own 

phraseology, that it ‘isnot 

upon,’ or, an rule, fo 

is, shat, the. to du 

drawn, Antinomian preaching, cis, that. 
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‘man can do nothing himself, nor be made even 
‘a medium, by which spiritual benefit may be 
conveyed to a fellow-creature. Those who are 
the most enlightened from above, it appears, are 
compelled to lie like logs on the ocean, operated — 
upon by influences, over which they have no 
control. This is the darkest fatalism that 
tongue can utter, and is opposed from the first 
verse in Genesis to the last of Revelation. The 
incapacity for doing any good, so earnestly 
contended for, involves terrific consequences. 

If men can present no freewill offering to God ; 
if they can fulfil no one command required 
of them, but must remain bound, like the strong 
man of Gaza, how can they hereafter be accused 
of having been ‘slothful servants”? If: they 
are denied the very capability of doing good, 
except when used as an insensible instrument, 
like the plough which forms the furrow, they 
cease to be sentient beings, and therefore cannot 
be “commended” for doing what they, had: no 
power not to do. The sentiment is an outrage 
common sense, as well as on scripture. Man 
‘through the whole Bible: is both»regarded: and. 
-addressed as an accountable being, not as an 
automaton. . Good and evil are set: before him ; 
commands are given, and penalties are attached 
to their violation, but if man, like a machine, 
is restrained or propelled, without choice or 
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to-morrow we die,.”! But is it not stumbling 
‘in the full blaze of day to entertain opinions 
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motive, and his ‘own ‘will is as passive as the | 
wax which receives the impression, accountability 
is a phantom! ‘Let us eat and drink, for 


so adverse to the whole spirit of the Bible? 
Where is the man imbued with the genuine 
impulses of Christianity, who would not rejoice 
in the possession of a hundred hands and hearts, 
and the treasures of a thousand mines, that he 


might thereby enlarge his ability for glorifying 


his Maker, and testify, by obedience, his love 


to that Saviour, on whom rests wens his — 
‘of 


Some men, like. Mr. Hawker, in their 
to ascribe all to God, (in one sense most 


properly) overlook the important truth, that 


the Supreme Being, so far as we can judge, 


‘acts by second causes; and while angels find 
a nee of joy in becoming his “ ministering 
(spirits,” ‘shall ‘man, ‘made a little lower than the 
‘angels, ‘refuse all participation in so delightful 
‘an employ, and though enjoined to respect the 
Almighty’s precepts, shrink back, and impiously 
affirm that he ‘not: fo — 
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To refer to such subjects as the prescience 
of God, and the freewill of man (which have 
-so divided theologians in all ages) is to touch 
on tender ground. Locke has declared that he 
could not reconcile them, though he believed 
-in both. This candid confession became so 
great a philosopher, and so good a man; and, 
as we see here but “in part,” much must be 
left to the “light of Heaven.” But in opposition 
to this great reasoner, how many shallow de- 
_elaimers profess to understand (perhaps with 
truth) all the harmonious blendings of these. 
profound questions, as lucidly as they- com- 
prehend the demonstration of the simplest | 
| mathematical theorem. 


_If difficulties do indeed vanish at their glance, 
let them not combine, with this privilege, doc- 
trines which remove responsibility from man, 
‘by abasing him down to a cipher, while in 
continuity of their deviations from wisdom, 
_ they enwreath sin with honours, rather than 


‘Under the of 
what iniquities have not been indulged, and 
erimes perpetrated; and can the direct instigators 
condemn such natural, if not necessary effects, 
when the whole tenor of their preaching is 
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“~ 


calculated to foster hope, in the deliberate vio- 
lation of all God’s commands? This statement, 
though strong, cannot be denied, as it is a 
necessary corollary from the doctrines which 


; Antinomians explicitly avow. Actions with them 


do not invalidate faith. If secure in their faith, 
they stand in an impregnable fortress, and the real 


question is, not what Antinomians choose to do. 


From some motive, separate from the law of 


God, they may choose to maintain a decent 


deportment, but if they entertained a different 
choice, no possible violation of either table of © 
the law, could consistently shake their confidence, 
that they were in the high way to heaven, though, 
to all impartial .observers, they might be deemed 
walking, or rather running in the broad road to 
hell! Throughout the divine records, however, 
it is traced, as with a sun-beam, that whoever 


neglects, or resists, the reiterated and most ex- 
plicit injunctions of our Saviour; and especially 


whoever revels in iniquity, under the satanic plea 
of honouring him, although he wear a sanctimo- 


-nious exterior, and make broad his hypocritical 
phylacteries, participates in his ineffable guilt, 


who before he betrayed his Lord, treacherously — 


cried, “ Hail Master! and kissed him .” 


But has the Christian now no rule for his 


conduct? no clear directory how he ought to 
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walk so as to please his Maker’ ’ The sober | 
Christian replies unhesitatingly, ‘ ‘Yes—the com- 
mands of God!” The Antinomian answers, No, 
or, that which is equivalent, declares that these 


commands are not “obligatory on believers.”-— 


Has Christ confirmed antecedent obligations to 


obedience, and superadded others which are 


more characteristic of the second covenant? 


_ The Christian replies in the affirmative. The 
_ Antinomian answers ;” and, as an advocate 


for a “free gospel,” denies ‘obligation altogether.— 
If Christ, by his. obedience unto death, has 


_ redeemed the believer from the penalty of the 


law, does this lessen his obligation to obedience, 


_ and, in the practice of transgression, invest him 
with a panoply which the arrows of God's 
indignation cannot penetrate? The. Christian 

utters “ No:”. the Antinomian answers, “ Yes, 


” 


and confides in the immutability of “‘the covenant.” 
From Christ: having laid down an explicit code 


of laws, may the disciple oppose and vilify it? 
“No!” the Christian replies :, the Antinomian, 
on the contrary, answers ‘‘ Yes,” and as-he says, 


so he does. Is the Christian delivered from the 


penalty which his.sins had merited, that he may 
‘now commit with impunity all kinds of iniquity? - 
The Christian .starts even at. the suggestion, 
but the thorough and | ‘consistent Antinomian, 
triumphantly. answers ‘“ Yes.” 


But here the 
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offspring of ‘the soil. The retinue-of disastrous 


} 


‘enactments and ‘happily restrain those whom 
‘the Jaws of God cannot. 


- 


This is direful correct representation, 
“which -whilst it sends a pang through every 
“pious heart, will cause “the enemy to blaspheme.” 
‘The ‘fruits -of this demoralizmg faith are but 
‘too manifest.. ‘Nor let any ‘suppose that the 
‘consequences charged on Antinomianism are 
incidental, and ‘not inherent; weeds that are 
‘liable ‘to spring up, and not ‘the essential 


-€ffects, so justly ascribable to this excrescence, 
“which true religion disowns, emanates at once 
‘from the system, which tends ‘to abrogate the 
‘Yews which preserve society in a healthful state, 
and to counteract the beneficent tendencies of 
all ‘those precepts which God has ‘mercifully 


"The of my mind is, 
great seriousness of professed ministers, 
‘however humble their pretensions, and to hear 
them with all ‘the candour which is com- 
patible with a paramount regard for truth. 
‘Tt was ‘my desire to hear Mr. John Hawker, 
‘corrupt “as knew ‘his doctrine to be, with 
‘a disposition to ‘receive the scattered and 
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insulated good ‘which his ‘heterogeneous ‘ser- 
mons might contain, but shall IT be pardoned 
when I say, that on one occasion ‘I found ‘it 
no small effort to resist -a smile. It arose from 
the manner in which the passage was repeated. 
“We are not under the'law, but under grace.” 
It ‘happened to occur where no explanatory 
break was allowed, and being thus hampered, 
‘he possessed no other power of testifying 
his abhorrence of this horrible ‘word, “law ;” 
‘than by throwing an exuberance of all possible 
scorn into ‘his manner of uttering it; which he 
‘most unusually but dexterously effected, ‘by 
dwelling with a frown or rather scow/ on the 
offensive word, and by uttering the other with 
smiling promptitude—‘“ We are not — ‘the 
but under grace.” | 


Antinomians would do to 
notice of one verse which reflects light on the 
true nature of that covenant into which Christians 
are brought; and that Jaw which is to be eternally 
their guide. For this is the COVENANT 
(that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, saith the Lord; I will put my 
LAWS into their mind, and write them ‘in their 
hearts.” (Heb. viii. 10.) Where the heart does 
love ‘the law, it wants the one 
of in the covenant. 
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0.often “grieved,” illuminate his dark 
‘before his day of grace be expired, s 
-an)ancient example, he, and those who resemble 
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It is cheering to recollect that these perverters 


of the truth, these blind leaders of the blind, 
cannot alter the ritual or liturgy of the church, 
to which they are obligated to attend in inflexible 


forms, and which often so effectually counteracts | 
the pernicious doctrines of the preacher. This ob- 


servation was strikingly illustrated in the service 


of the day when I first heard Mr. John Hawker; | 


which partly consisted in the’ reading of the 


concluding verses of the fifth chapter of 
Galatians.. The reciting-of this passage was no 
doubt a pungent exercise. The minister. would 


willingly have turned to one of his favourite 
passages, so often disingenuously dissevered from 
their context. However harsh and uncourteous 
the. declaration may sound in Mr. J. H.’s 


ear, he never yet understood the true genius of | 


Christianity! May that Spirit whom he has 


him, may become “ preachers of righteousness,” 


‘and endeavour to. counteract their destructive 


errors, before it.be too late, and, that with a 
zeal commensurate with their ‘perception ‘of 


hard, unfeeling character 4 in rigid Antinomianism, 


that like 
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‘spiritual knowledge]. than thou.” 
to insulate themselves from all unison in the 
,common feelings which bind man to man, and 
_ are ever ready to say, with their characteristic 


6] 


which is directly opposed to the philanthropic 


glow of human kindness ; which quenches every 
disinterested and generous feeling, and prompts 
its teachers to utter, in contemplating their. 
brethren of the ministry, as well as Christians 


universally, “Stand off! for I am holier” [in 
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-uncharitableness, Why should I love those 
whom the Lord has rejected ?” RS 


“Who art aie that adams another man’s 


_ servant?” is a question which they despise, and. 


scatter damnation around them with indiscriminate — 
precipitancy.? The humane judge when im- 
peratively required to pass the last sentence. of 
the law on an abandoned criminal . sufficiently. 


testifies by the tremulous accent, that pity still 
lingers round his heart ; but these Antinomians 


i. An apology is even due to the serious reader whose mind has not 
been blunted by listening to the frequent and wanton use of those 
awful expressions, ‘‘ Damned!” and ‘‘ Damnation!” which, pass so 
lightly from the Antinomian’s lips, and with so. little of the ap- 
parent realizing of their tremendous import. A just exhibition of 
their preaching, and their sentiments, cannot otherwise be conveyed ; 
but it might be supposed that no preacher could utter such phrases, 


_ without a pause and a feeling which indicated a sense, of how much — 


was contained in an eternal banishment from happiness and God! 
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send whole. hosts to’ perdition, it might almost 
be said; the whole family of man, with an 
thint! the office they so arrogantly exercise is not 
uncongenial with their natures. 
of ‘the law are faithfully to 
(and assuredly 
to: drop one tear, repeats; “ 
ye die; O house’ of Israel?” 


be © promulg ated 


Why" will 


I must again repeat, the gospel was assuredly — 


sent as glad tidings “to all nations,” but such 
ctheir portraiture of this divine dispensation, 

that when the equitable principle is recollected 
much*-will: be reguired;) and, that those who 
tetilly “becomes? ‘difficult- to perceive how an 
Antinomian® can represent’'the gospel as 
blessing to man, onthe grand scale. 
who have never known the truth, nor could 
know. it, will. be judged by .a more lenient 
law “than” others; and’ be thrown ‘on’ the 
covenanted mercies of that Being “who delighteth. 
to forgive,” and if the: milhions:who might have 
known’ the truth will be‘éternally banished from 
the presence.of the-Lord, anda few Antinomian: 


& 


But if the terrors 
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alone compose the redeemed’ from. among: men, 
how can so restricted a gospel and so limited: 
a Saviour be. regarded, even by Antinomians: 
themselves, as the greatest boon of God.to the — 
world? In this comprehensive view, they must 
allow, that had the gospel never been proclaimed. 
it would have fared. better with the many, but, it: 
seems, that to benefit their own miserable fraction: 
of humanity, they represent the remaining family 
of earth as being placed. in cireumstances which 
must.entail on them. 


possess: a felicitous, talent at: 
explaining away all the injunctions and: precepts’ 
of the Bible which they do not like. The adroit~ 
ness. which advocates display: in. their attempts 
(as.it suits their purpose): to prove, indifferently; 
opposite propositions, is “poorindeed,” compared 
with the conduct of Antinomians:) . Pleaders rarely 
blind themselves, though they often confuse their 
hearers, but. Antinomians, unless they are most’ 
consummate. hypocrites, appear really to’ be) 
persuaded that the Bible 
they to.do.. 


It will be the 
well-informed portion of the Christian world, 
that Dr. H.:- and his: son, andj the” whole 
_ fraternity, which they -are’ allied, should 
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even now (escaped as we are from the twi- | 
light of the middle ages) resolutely affirm,  § 


that there is no instance in the Old Testament, = 8 ~~ 
nor one example in the New, where invitations — 


are addressed to any but to “tlie chosen,” (whom 
in their own peculiar language, they term “the 
beloved ones,” “the little ones,”) and that the 
prophets of old, and, particularly, Christ and 
his apostles, never. entertained a thought of 
calling upon the fallen sons of Adam, generally, 
to repent, ‘believe the gospel, and return to 
God. They entertain a plenitude of contempt 
for all ministers who interpret literally those 
holy words, which shine amongst the brightest 
gems of inspiration, “The Spirit and the bride 
say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. 
And let him that is athirst, come. And whosoever 
will, let: him® take the water of life freely.” 
Those who are encouraged from these words, to 
-seatter’the seed, and'to leave the “increase” to 
God; are termed, by Dr. Hawker, “Freewillers,” 
(so inevitably doomed: to the bottomless pit!) and 


to Tequire mento repent, and forsake their sins, | 
-and “to turn to righteousness,” he a : 


Die. Hawker thus ‘explicitly states his’ views 
of “the glorious gospel.” “Let it be supposed, 
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for the sake of argument, that many of the seed 


‘ 


of Esau are present when the gospel is preached, 
still, this is nothing to me. I do as I am com- 
manded, preach the gospel. (Zhe gospel!!!) 
But were I to go beyond this commission, and — 
offer, and persuade, and strive, with fair words, 
to win and woo men to believe, what is this but 


pretending to have more mercy than God? and 
to invite all men, indiscriminately, must include 


the people, against whom the Lord mash said, 
‘I will have indignation for ever!’” This is 
Antinomianism! And these are the doctrines 
which issue from the same. desk, whence are 
heard the inimitable Prayers of the Church ! 


“To doubt” of all that Antinomians affirm, — 
is, withsthem, “to be damned.” In their de- 
cisions, there are no mediums and _half-measures. 
Dr. H.’s adversaries are roughly dealt with, 


for he thus says, in rather kitchen- i imagery, 


“Upriseth the proud, unhumbled heart of man, 
in boilings of the most fiery wrath; and the 
scum of bitterness runs over the pot of his [its] 


-malignity, in deadly displeasure against the 
justice of “the decrees.” But why this perpetual 
- reference to “the decrees?” Does it accord 
the spirit of the Ziturgy ; with the practice 
of men, most. eminent for wisdom and piety; 


or with the examples of the inspired writers * 
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Dr. H. knows that it does ‘not, and yet with 
a blind adherence to his’ own perverted, and 
morbid’predilections, he is everlastingly dwelling 
on “‘the detrees,” as though the joys of “the 
saved” were to be augmented in exact non’ As 

here’ ‘nist that whoever ‘has 
attended to the preaching of Antinomians must 
often ‘have been struck with their habitually 
vulgar images’ and language. Refinement is 
with them, it might almost’ be supposed, a mark — 
of reprobation. Dr. Hawker, ‘on one occasion, | 
when addressing his audience, on the preparing 
of their hearts for the reception of the truth, ex- 
claimed, “ You must turn out all your trumpery, 
and ndt lave so much as a bench for God 
Almighty to-sit down upon:” This illustration, 
his flock, no doubt, thought marvellously grand. 
The image, it must be admitted, has the merit of © 
being clear, and is comprehensible to the meanest 
_ Capacity, but a doubt may be entertained whether 
there may not have been some in his congregation, 
whose tastes were not quite so abased as to con- 
found this vulgar wit of 
Teverence and’ 

surpassed by some of his less ne brethren. 
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One Antinomian dissenting minister at at Plymouth, | 
(in whose conventicle Dr. H. himself is often 
-found, when the hopeful Cornish Youth preaches, 
on a week-day, or that leviathan of Antinomianism, 
the Rev. S. E. Pierce of London! Gamaliel 


‘sitting at the feet of a brother Gamaliel !) 


sometime ago affirmed that “ Christ having paid 
his ransom, it was not in the power of God 
himself to keep him out of heaven.” This is 
something like the familiar and impious language > 
of Leibnitz, in his controversy with Dr. Clark, 
who says that “it is not in the power of God to 
make two things exactly alike, as he would, in 
that case, be at a loss which to place here, and 
which there!” A gentleman, also, of scrupulous 


integrity, asserts, in a letter, now before me, that 
- happening, when in Norfolk, to stray into an An- 
tinomian place of worship, he was “unspeakably 


shocked at the gross and wanton familiarity with 


which the minister addressed the Most High in 


prayer.” Amongst other expressions, equally 


revolting, he said,“ Lord, thy, children have 
been asking bread of thee, and some of. them 


complain that thou hast given them hard, stale 


bread, that would almost break their teeth to eat it. 
‘We must fresh.baked.” 


ds very. nevessary to premise, that 
who casually attend the. preaching .of these 
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68 
Antinomians, may possibly express surprise, that 
some of the worst features in their discourses, 


here exhibited, should not have been noticed 


by themselves. As the subsequent day, however, 


cannot always be judged of by the morning 
cloud, so the direction which the discourses of 


‘Antinomians may receive, cannot, with certainty, 


“be*calculated upon, either by hearer, or speaker. 
Sometimes the current is wild as a mountain 
torrent; at other times it bears the less offensive 
aspect of sleepy dulness ; and at other seasons 
it may be endured. The Antinomian monster, 
it must be recollected, in certain moods, only 
peeps out of his den, but, on other occasions, 
he stalks forth, amid broad trad in all his native 

There are t6 be found, in the dis. 
eourses of some of these ministers, certain detached 
-parts, unexceptionable in themselves, and, occa- 
- sionally, such as might excite the impartial hearer’s 
_ approbation, but the following remark, I wish 
‘particularly to be regarded. In general, when 


these approximations to truth and soberness do 


occur, they are extraneous, and harmonize not with 
their associates. They are parts which derive all 
their value on account of standing separate from, 
and abandoning the true Antinomian principles. 
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cold approbation of holiness, or feeble denun- 


‘ciations against sin, when their hearers know, 
and they know, and on other occasions explicitly 
declare to their auditory, that holiness and sin. 


are phantoms, designed to scare alone the un- 


illuminated ; or, in different words, that “the 


chosen” are neither the better, nor the worse, 


whichever prevails, nor less sure of ultimate 


happiness. 


It must be conceded to Dr. Hawker, that, in 
his own way, he preaches some of the doctrines 
of Christianity, but the evil is, that with the 
silver and gold, he combines so much wood,. hay, 
and stubble; and it is this circumstance which 


entails on Dr. H.’s preaching such ruinous con- 


sequences, and makes the “ N ew Church” 


focus, from which Antinomianism exténds in ait 
directions. The reflecting reader will determine -~ 


whether such sentiments as have been discloseéd,.” 
and such as will be, hereafter, can be intro- 
duced into any discourse without contaminating 


the remainder, and effectually counteracting any 
good which it might otherwise, contain. It is 


voDr. H... declares, that from the first moment 
his. statement of the gospel is. received, the 
proselyte is as full of holiness, and: the divine 


a, 


alittle leaven that leavens the whole. 
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 ithere the “Almighty is represented as not -will- 


amalgamation ofall shit 
is.pure® and. elevated, under their’ influente, 


soon cruinble:into: atoms’. W ould Anti- 


which: appears at-the:vesy openiig:of the. serkics, 


would turn from hives; when 


they .endure for a moment: 


heresies in the litany’ as° the.following;: ‘which 
ignorant: Christisns socheartily sextold 
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the forms of wreyer: which have hitherto been 


ime of the Bishope-N ame them. am rather 


the prayer which supplicates for “all classes 


and conditions.ofmen.” Our prayers should 
not extend beyond “the church,” that is, “the 
chosen.” All others are the sons of Esau, the 
heirs of perdition, aoa will soon, and spied 


—To what else you object? ic 


most decidedly abject to the declaration 


that God “ willeth not the death of a sinner, 


but rather that he would turn from his wicked- 


ness and live.” The Lord does will the death 


of a sinner, and has pre-ordained them to in- 


» 


against Sin. Sin cannot hurt the chosen. “Shall 
the unworthiness of the church frustrate God's 
designs!” ‘Sin: is a it keeps 
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the Christian down.” “A sinner is a sacred 


saved for ten righteous, but there were mot 


character”! (Dr. H,) ‘“ Our sins; past, present, 
and to come, are forgiven.” ‘By our trans- 
gressions .Christ is magnified.” ‘ We cannot 


be too great sinks of iniquity: to ‘be saved, 
our r faith be 


B. —What else do you dislike? 


A ‘must express . my once 


_ more, of that prayer which implores the Al- 
mighty to have mercy upon all men. “Shall 
we pretend to have more mercy than God?” 


Except a few of our own way of thinking, 
the whole world, including men falsely called 


‘Christians, will be eternally damned ;: and these 


are thay for whom we are commanded “ not 


B —To what else do, you dbjacthi:: 


object to. athe favourable ‘Opinion 


tertained- of” infants. ..The infant children of 


“the chosen,” for aught I know, may be saved, — 
when they die, but we have no authorized hope 


for: others. When Abraham interceded for 
Sodom, he was told that. the city should be 


ten righigous, which that children are 
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not inclined, for there ‘must have been many 
¢hildren 


B:—Of what else do disapprove? 


A to that Article which 
yather discourages the preaching on absolute 
Election and Reprobation ; and am of opinion 
that these doctrines ought to be made the 
ground-work of every sermon, and that they 
cannot be too often, nor too strongly en- 
forced. This is the ‘om of 
the Homilies. 


“Do you know, air, these 
homilies? 


shia That is nothing to me.” 
B these the whole of your obj ections ! 


No, my lord. also to 
‘ee perpetual recommendation of good works, 
‘with which the service is crowded. It may 
Tead many hearers astray. But I forgot, these 

‘are all extracts from the Epistles and ie ph 


This amongst the Plymouth Antinomians, 
and is justified ny ‘THIS ——? 
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75 
B.—Have you any further objections 
A.— Yes, the creeds do not go far enough 
to please me; particularly the Apostles’. I have 


one in my pocket which I should be glad if you 
would adopt, as a substitute. It will neither 


_ disgrace the Prayer-book nor the writer. Shall 


‘ read it, my lord ? 


B—No sir. If you have other objections, 
state them. 


A.—I utterly dislike the earnest invitation 
which the service gives.to sinners. It is the 
arrogance of man dictating to the Almighty. 
If they are to be saved, they will be saved. 


And God’s will is the only rule of God’s 
actions. Those who know not the gospel are 


constantly recommending “ doing, and doing,* as 
a test of faith, but it is no test at all. Assurance 
is the test. All beside is resting on beggarly - 


elements. My doctrine is.“ Do nothing.” But 
whether I do or not is optional. Slaves be 


yal The chosen are free. 


B—Do your ob ections extend still further? 


A yes, yes, yes, yes. My. 


do not allow me to approve of the form for 
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etinBirmition ;. of the form for baptism ; the 
administration of the sacrament; and, par- 


ticularly, the form for the burial of the dead, 


_where I am obliged to express i for the 


children 


 B.—Pray sir, did you ever swear your assent 


to the Thirty-nine Articles, and your Pitted 
to rubric of the ? 


Yes.” Bat if you not all 


these alterations, I would not remain within 
the pale of the if I could 


into the church, or if your views were changed 
subsequently ‘to -your you. 


as an’ man;-to remain. 


A But ” know, my we must live. 


‘B. ‘Sir, live sweat of. your 
brow, or by some honest calling. You are 


an utter dissentient from the Establishment ; 


nor shall I answer your impieties, except by 


saying, ‘that our .benéficent: church, emanating 


from the scripture, and 


4 


. 
q 
3 
; 
2 
4 
4 
i 
5 
; 
€ 
4 
i 
j 

3 
[a 
| 
4 
z 
a 
4 
1 vd . 
‘ 
ad 
4 
: 
‘ 
a 
“ 
\ 
4 
: um a 
4 
4 


77 


The divine sentiments before noticed, in the 


litany, with numerous others, would soon vanish | 
before the demon of Reprobation. And yet 


Antinomian ministers repeat such . passages; 
through hard compulsion, apparently, with full 
concurrence, when, them oment they are unloosed 
from their trammels; they launch their thunders 
against them; and thus denounce in their 
sermons, what. mcd had sanctioned in their 


teaches its advocates to cast 
a revolting look on the whole human family. 


This is particularly exemplified, with respect 


to children. Our divine Master endearingly said, 


‘‘Suffer little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not, for of such is the -kingdom 
of heaven.” He placed his hands also on them, 
blessed them.” But Antinomian, who 


‘cannot bless his hearers, at parting, and who 


believes that tender babes, expiring in their 


infancy, (their parents not’ being Antinomians,) 
must, in conformity with decrees, settled from 


all eternity, become the. everlasting associates 


“damned spirits,”> his’ heart, can, ‘ave no 
affection for children. The Christian, on the. . 
contrary, in whose - breast benevol ence. mist — 


prevail, when he beholds by» ‘the way-side, in 
his occasional Joumeyings, a of 
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children, rosy, cheerful and animated; uncapped, 
and unshod, enjoying’ their existence, and 
thereby unconsciously praising their Maker; 
when the good man passes by, and notices 
(though unnoticed) the eye that flashes mo- 


mentary ‘joy; with the whole assemblage, 


earnest, and happy; the elder guiding the 
sports, and the younger looking on, at safe 
distance, with contemplative gladness; the good 
man, in such a moment, lifts‘up his heart to_ 
the Father of mercies, and blesses the children, 
and ejaculates a prayer that they may be kept 
from the snares of an evil world, and be brought, 
finally, to know and love their Saviour. But 
here comes the Antinomian. \ His eye is fixed, 


and his brow is knit. He leers at the sportive 


infants, and recognizes in ‘them “ the children 
of Esau, against whom the herd hath said 
I will have indignation for ever.”. He knows 
that not one in a thousand will sidupe the Anti- 
nomian creed, sothat he’is safe in the calculation, 
that not one out of the twenty sportive infants — 
before him, can be other than “reprobate not 
affecting’ therefore’to feel more mercy than 
God!" he mutters, I had a 


friend (from whom I received 
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my own children did not belong to.‘‘the chosen,” 
I should regard them no more than: the dust 
under my feet”!!! | 


Some andl may have heard of preachers, 
who deal in « deep things,” and who are what 


are called, ‘“ high in the doctrines,” such as 
_Antinomians necessarily are, but they may never 


have had the opportunity of listening to them. 
For the information of such individuals, I here 


give a brief extract from one of Mr. J; Hawker’s 


sermons, which I took down at the moment, | 
and which may be considered as’a fair specimen 
of the coherent, and doctrinal preaching of the 
general Antinomian school. The: chief leaven 
of Antinomianism, will be found in’ the last 


sentence, on which the preacher doth» not 


now enlatge.” may notice that Mr. J. 
Hawker, in his prayer, previously to the sermon, 


introduced the following notable expressions. 


“‘O Lord, if there be any of thy dear children, 
now present, who are in the gall of bitterness, 
the bonds of &e. ‘bed 


EXTRACT FROM THE SERMON. | 


“<The of God: is eutinded to us 


in our unconverted state. Men must receive 
. Christ as a whole Saviour. Progressive holiness 
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is nowhere inculcated in the scriptures. In the 
 time-state of our existence, there is nothing, 
(good or bad), that is new, or that was not 
expected. What God has decreed must in- 
evitably come to pass. Not all the powers of 
heaven, earth, and hell; can separate betwixt 
Christ and his church. Never was the church, 
in the Adam-state, separated from Christ. God 
the Father never married the church. God the 
Holy Spirit never married the church. But the 
Son, he married the church. God hath joined 
the church to his Son, and nothing, (good or 
bad) can separate them. This spiritual edifice 
was built in the councils of God. God’s will 
ais the only rule of God’s actions. It is said 
Enoch walked with God, that is, he had as- 
surance. We may date our salvation before 
the limits ‘of time... All was settled in. the 
~ eternal arid immutable decrees of God, so that 
we are not left on the foundation of our nature- 
bottom., . 1 declare from reason, as well as 
that no. one circumstance, (good or 
bad,) even the least, can take place in time, 
which was not decreed from. all eternity, for if 
it were, the prescience of God would be im- 
peached. Shall. the unworthiness of the church, 
(that is, the sins: of frusttate God's 
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Can it excite wonder that ears accustomed 


to such addresses, forced on them ¢o repletion, 


should reject, as “unsavoury,” all sermons of 


sound and sober import, founded on the model 


of the Great Head of the church, and his _dis- 


ciples? Congregations which have been once 
used to these violent stimulants, like the eaters 


of opium, must go on with the dose. Their 
tastes can relish no other; yor can they approve 


even of this, any longer than they can hear 


the storm rattling without, and receive from 
their instructors assurances doubly assured, that 
they are, beyond a possibility of doubt, what- 
ever their sins, “the chosen,” who must be 
saved, though an universe should be lost. They 
can contemplate the eternal destruction of all 


around them with composure, whilst the’ belief 
that they are safe, secures their own selfish 
happiness, but if a doubt should cross _their 
minds, from the stern voice of conscience, which 


is sometimes permitted to arrest the sinner, 


fortified as he is by assurance, in the midst 


of his sins, and to show him that it is an evil 
and bitter-thing to defy the laws and threats 


of the Almighty, he sinks down, often into 


distraction. It is an instance of unspeakable 


goodness in our heavenly Father, that half the 
attendants on such doctrines do not lose their 
reason. The many instances of mental alienation 
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arising from this cause, may be regarded .as 


silent mementos of the displeasure of the Highest 


against doctrines which produce in the human 
mind, an awful presumption; dry up the foun- 


tains of pity in the heart, and make God 


_ absolutely, the author of ali sin! The Mr. 
§. E. Pierce, before referred to, so admired 
by Dr. Hawker, once said, from a Plymouth 
pulpit, “Some of our old divines used to write 
in their books, at the top of their pages, ‘ God 
the author of sin!’ and,” he subjoined, “ they 
were able to cope with their subject!” This 
is speaking out. ‘This is, at once, the fiend 
unmasked ! and. to this point Antinomianism 
tends. 


‘Mr. J. Hawker may continue to cai his 
- favourite doctrine of reprobation, but I would 
‘gust recel to his recollection a portion of a 
certain wise and valuable Article, to which he 
once subscribed, by oath, but which may never 
since have attracted his notice. His father 
re-peruse it also with 
For curious and carnal persons, 
the spirit of Christ, to have continually before 
their eyes the sentence of God’s predestination, 
is a most dangerous downfal, whereby the 
devil doth thrust them either into desperation, 
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or into wickedness of unclean living, no less - 


I must just lesan that if the reader feel 


pleased with this brief introduction to the 


Antinomian mysteries, that feeling should extend 
to obligation toward the writer, from the per-— 


severance he evinced,' in order to acquire it, | 


YY forcing his way through the crowd that filled 
the aisle. 


As might be expected, with a very large 


proportion of Antinomian hearers, there exists 


little discrimination; and this was rather ludi- 


-crously proved, about. two years ago, when 


that venerable servant of Christ, the Rev. 
Rowland Hill, visited Plymouth. This champion 
- for the truth, boldly met the enemy at head 
quarters, and exposed the Antinomian heresy, 
with a point and felicity which have made many © 


ef its advocates writhe, from that moment to 
the present. Sundry attendants at the “New 


Church,” followed Mr. Hill very closely, and 
a friend having expressed, to one of the staunch- 

est of these followers, some surprise that he 
soda relish the preaching of Mr: H. the 
stray-disciple very promptly replied, “I like 
to hear Rowland Hill, because 
$0 much like our Doctor!” — 
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dictatorial manner of Dr. Hawker, by which 


he often eriforces his doctrines on his acquiescent 


hearers, and to whom it comes with the potency 


of an oracle. “How dare any man get into 


the pulpit, and preach@#ifiogressive sanctification? 
Whoever talks of progressive sanctification is 


guilty of high treason against the Majesty of 


heaven. Iwill mention a text, which shall 
tingle in the ears of such as hold this doctrine. 
‘If any man preach any other doctrine, let 
him be accursed.’ It is a heresy little less 
than idolatry.” 

It may rather puzzle the “children of the 
simple” to determine in what way this verse 
applies to progressive sanctification; but Anti- 


nomians are the most famous annotators in 


the world, they can make the scriptures say 


just what they like. And what appeal is there 


from the asseveration, “It is so.”?, Dr. Hawker 
says, “I delight to run up every subject to 


to trace Christ in the Old-testament scriptures, 
where he, is fairly traceable, but there are many 
fanciful interpreters, who see’ more than they 
ought to see. As a specimen of Dr. Hawker’s 
talent at explaining prophecy, I heard him assert, 


The following is a brief specimen of the 


Christ.” . There are others also who delight 


that Whete it is said in he Canticles, ‘ The 
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voice of the turtle is heard in our land,’ “ That 
means the Holy Ghost.” He said also, that 
“where it is expressed in the 139th Psalm, ‘In 
thy book all my members are written,’ it clearly 
proves the choice which God has mandi of his 
church from all. 
The is also one of Dr. Hawker’s 
explanations of scripture. On one occasion he 
said, “Recently, the Holy Spirit has taught me 
the meaning of this passage, ‘To do justly, to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with God.’ 
*To do justly,’ is to acknowledge the justice 
of God in the condemnation of the wicked. 
‘To love mercy,’ as displayed in the atonement 
of Jesus Christ, and I defy any man to walk 
more humbly with’ God, than the man who 


this.” 


Dr. H.’s luminous view of the occult meaning 
of scripture was further evinced, in the ex- 
planation he gave of the 6th chapter of Isaiah, 
where. the prophet says, “I heard: the voice of 
the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us? Then said I, Here am I, send 
me.” Now observed Dr. H. “I suppose you: — 
think the prophet is here meant, but no,  no,. 
‘It is the fei Jesus who says, “Here am tp. 
send me.’ 
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‘suppose you think,” said Dr. H. “the angel is 


- “recommending the women to look at the spot 
where the body of Christ lay. No, no, the angel 
‘Means no such thing. He means to point out 
‘the Lord Jesus, as lying in the eternal bosom 
of the Father. That is where the Son lay.” 


And yet these are the explanations, and this is 


the wild visionary preaching, on which an 
immense congregation habitually attend ; which 
‘delights the thousands of London, annually, and 


which hearers can mistake for the gospel of Jesus 
‘Christ! This gentleman is a voluminous in- 
terpreter of scripture, and one who can naeen, 
vat Scott and Clark !* 


On one occasion Dr. H: said, “At some 


‘seasons I have nothing to ask before the Lord ; 


® Ap Antinomian preacher of Manchester, distinguished for his 


ignorance, as most of such-men are, and that profoundly, some- 
time ago, was esceersing on the text, “ The hairs of your head are 
all numbered,” when he thus proceeded.— _ 

“Most ministers would apply this passage to the providential 
‘care of God. But it is one of the strongest proofs in scripture of 
the doctrines of election and final perseverance. First: (Jt is the 
head—the head of his body. Secondly: His people are the Hairs, 


for this the Aponte declares, They are the childremof God, and if 


children ‘ Heirs.” 


So also in the 28th chapter of Matthew, | 
6th verse, where the angel says to the ‘women, 
“Come, see the place where the Lord lay.” “I 
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David had not. He sat before the Lord, and 
had nothing to ask, and I am like him.” “These 
are the privileges of the children of God.” I 
the more particularly notice these expressions, 
as they incidentally illustrate one very important. 
truth, and that is, the total incompatibility of 


all prayer, with the true principles of Anti- 


nomianism. If good and evil be alike decreed, 
from all eternity, and must necessarily unfold 


_ themselves, in their pre-ordained order, with an 
- uniform developement, like vegetable expansion, 


or the other laws of nature, hopes or fears, for 
time or eternity, are at once extinguished, and 


man lies like an inanimate pebble on the shore, 


washed. by the advancing and refluent wave... 


This is unmixed materialism. All is matter, 
and nought is mind. Mr. Lawrence and Dr. 


Hawker may shake hands. The Antinomian 
cannot consistently pray, but if he will persist 
in an exercise, which, with him, is always flat 
and lifeless, may it be to implore that God would 
change his heart, peradventure, to the acknow- 


ledgement of the truth. 


“ By their fruits shall ye know them” is the 
divine test, and though I may have been, in 
the estimation of the reader, already tedious in 
enforcing propositions, which none but the 
mentally blind will deny, yet I would beg to 
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‘detain him one moment, whilst I cursorily remark 
the paralizing nature of Antinomian tenets. 


They tend also imperceptibly to demoralize as 

well as paralize the heart, and to repress every 
impulse which benevolence can suggest for the 
good of man. But can any reader regret this 
incontestible fact?. What can better accord 
with our desires, than that such principles 


should derive their support. and sanction om 


“On a expressing, to a 


tinomian,- concern .at the state of religious 
darkness in which the inhabitants of a particular 
district were involved, and venturing to hope 


that something might be effected for their 


illumination, “Oh!” replied the Antinomian, 


with the supercilious indifference for which these 


Faialists are distinguished, “If the Lord has 
a people there, they will be called!” And 
though they would have too much sense to 
reason thus on other subjects: though, if they 
were sick, they would not say, “Why send for 
a physician’ If I am to be cured I shall be:” 
though if they had to build a house, or plant 

a vineyard, they would not reject all means for 
effecting these objects, yet the moment the 


_ eternal interests of perishing sinners are named, 


their brows dart pevenity, and they deny the 
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compassion to men, they would not 
from brutes. 


I shall now give the reader a. specimen 
from -one of Dr. Hawker’s sermons, taken down 
by myself, at the moment of utterance. 


“We hear a great deal about redemption 


in this day of profession, from one instructor 


and another, but when do yon hear the church 
carried beyond time into the everlasting settle- 
ments of eternity? Where do you hear of these 
things? -All the world is running mad. The 


Epistles of the apostles are directed to the 
church, not to the world. The church that 
lives from one eternity to another! You are 


the delight of God. The Lord hath never writ 
a bill of divorcement against his church. _ We 
can fall no more; the church is safe. All books 
might be burnt if we have found Christ. What 
is grace? Grace is the Lord himself. We 
cannot grow in the Lord. The Lord, in calling 


one and another amongst you, is performing 


a greater Work than creating a thousand worlds. 
It is said, ‘Grow in grace.’- Ignorant preachers 
don’t understand this, and misinterpret it: What 
says Paul? Paul had no. experience of pro- 
gressive holiness. Twenty-three’ years after his 
conversion, he said, ‘O ‘wretched man that I 
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will tell you God began to love 
his church :—when God himself began! It is 
beautiful to see how God has loved the church, 
in their time-state, from generation to generation. — 
A sixth finger ‘shall as soon be added to’ my 

hand, as there shall ‘one other member be added — 
to the body of Christ,: ° Who shall dare to add 
to the body of Christ? The Lord had a people ~ 
before his incarnation. God is not constrained — 
by merit, nor restrained by demerit. My 
brother! The Lord knows the names of all 
his little ones. God shows grace in defiance — 
of our deserving it. God will not suffer -your 
vile bodies to be subdued! I would not be 
without these workings of corruption for all 
the world! I have no more fear of death than 
I have of life. Sin cannot sting me, it is taken 
away. Iam as sure of going to heaven as [ 
_ am of resting after the labours of thisday. The _ 

church of God is as safe on earth, as the church = 
of God in heaven. ‘We shall have no more 


_ to the highest bidder? Oh! no, no, no, no. 


The Son of God hath marriéd the church to 
all eternity. No one event can take place that 

was not ordained. Not death, nor sin, nor the _ 
grave can disturb our union with Christ. We 
_ are married fo Christ from everlasting. Little 
saints are equally acceptable 


nuptials. Shall the: gospel mercies be put up 
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| | 
to Christ. Small faith is sufficient. You cal- 
culate too much on what has been done in 
your own hearts, not what has been done from — 
all eternity, those great ancient antiquities. We 
do not remember the original settlements of — 
eternity. If there aré-but two or three of 
the called in this congregation, they are the 
church. They will be -safe ‘when 
lump beside will be burnt.” | 
Is it c on account of the splendour of diction; 
the concatenation of thought; the force of ar- 
gument ; or the felicitous power of interpreting, 
under the influences of the Holy Spirit, the 
deep parts of revelation? “Is it the lucid view . 
_ that the preacher takes of: Christian truth, com- 
_ bined with the faculty of disentangling it from 
error? Is it that. other instructors are dark, 
as they are charged with: being, whilst the “New 
Church” divinity is, as ‘it is asserted to be, 
exclusively, light in the Lord? This is a moral 
problem, not easily solved: and which proves 
that there is some one thing in the world ex- 
_ torting admiration, and attracting crowds, which 
is unspeakably more valued, and calculated to — 
- command attention, with a numerous class, than 
"sense, eloquence and scripture. 


lt may be remarked that Dr. Hawker, in his final 
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benediction, withheld his prayer for all the people, 
from an apprehension that some of the “children 
of Esau” might be present. His Christian bene- 
volence would only allow him to say, “ May the 
blessing of the Lord be with all his church.” __ 


Many of Dr. Hawker’s friends, from the serious- 
ness of the accusation, are exceedingly zealous 
to defend him from the charge of Antinomianism. — 
In order to settle, for ever, that question, Dr. 


_ Hawker shall speak for himself. 


“Now, Sir, (See Dr. H.’s Letter to the Rev. 
'@ J. Bidlake,) in opposition to all that you have 
. en said, or can say of the Antinomian, I assert, and 
| a I will make it fully appear, by matter of fact, 
qd that every true Antinomian, is and must be, by 
| the’very nature of his principles, A REGENERATED 
CHILD or Gop!” 


He says again to professors. . “No longer 
‘shrink from the charge of Antinomianism.” And, 
on another occasion, Dr. H. exclaims, “ Who 
| in the latter ages of the church, in the gospel- 
day, ever stood so high under the banner of 
| Antinomianism as the apostle Paul!!! 


4 The followingAs a modern condensed definition of Antinomians. — 
“ Antivomians, in Church History, mean certain heretics, who first 
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93 
It may be supposed that by this time I had 
‘had enough” of Antinomian heresies, but there 
was another luminary in these parts, whose fame 
had reached me, and who was represented, not 
inaccurately, as.ascending 


a Insuperable height of loftiest shade.” 


I Jeseenaan impartially to hear for myself Mr. 
Babb, Dr. Hawker's Curate.’ I was the more de- 


- appeared about the year 1535, and were so called, because they 
rejected the law, as of no use under the gospel dispensation, and 
taught :—that good works do not further, nor evil works hinder 
salvation: that the child of God cannot sin: that murder, adultery, 
drunkenness, &c.are sins in the wicked, but not in them: thatthe 
child of grace being once assured of salvation, never doubteth 
afterward; that no man should be troubled in conscience for sin: 
that no Christian should be exhorted to perform the duties of a 
Christian: that a hypocrite may have all the graces which were in 
Adam, before his fall: that Christ is the object of all grace: that 
no Christian believeth, or worketh any good, but Christ only believeth 
and worketh: that God does not love any man for his holiness, nor 
reject him for his sin: that sanctification is no evidence of justification : 
that the chosen cannot forfeit the divine favour: that they cannot 
do any thing which is really displeasing to God; and, consequently, 
that they have no occasion to confess their a nor to be penitent 
for them.” 


Let every true Christian remember the injunction of 
“Come out from among them, and be ye sepurate.” 


s i mention Mr. Babb’s name, who, at the time I heard him, was 
Dr. Hawker’s officiating curate, as he had been long before, to dis- 
tinguish him from Mr. Courtney, Dr. H.’s present curate. The last 
time I heard Mr. Courtney, I noticed in him several most unwarrant- 
able sentiments, which indicated that the veil of Antinomianism had 
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sirous to know the complexion of this gentleman's 
discourses, from the circumstance, that a friend, 
possessing every respect for: decorum, informed 
me, that he once had been compelled absolutely 
to walk out of the church while this curate 
was preaching, and, to “ shake. ‘off the dust 
from his feet.” Rect ‘hed. the awful temerity to 


strangely darkened his mind ; such as, “ God suffers his people to sin | 
that Christ may become. precious to them.” “ Do we not find that the 
best men of old wete distinguished for their sins?” “Believe not 
every one that preaches-Christ.” “Though Paul complained of his 
|) Be | sins, and said, O wretched man that I am, yet he would not have 
itotherwise! He would have it precisely as it was! He would not 
|) wish it otherwise!” *“Sin is good for the Christian.” “Itisa good 
= thing, it keeps him down.” “Christians are apt to complain, that — 
they are not like some others, but it is as it should be. Sin is good 
for them.” “ Perhaps what I have said this evening may comfort 
some poor tempted soul.” A true Antinomian mode of administering 
comfort to a guilty conscience, under a sense of sin; to tell him that 


The ministers at whom these Antinomians sueer on account ef 
their evangelical faith, have dequired’ more scriptural views, and not ——— 
only know the hazard, but the wickedness of offering apologies, ex- 
tenuations, and palliations for sin, that atcursed thing which God hates ; 
which, when persisted in, extinguishes light in the soul, and, according 
to the whole tenor of sctipture, forms the Only insurmountable 
barrier to the favour of heaven. The ministers, who are rightly 
taught, direct the sinner, who is penitent, to the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world. They warn him, to crucify no more 
the Lord, afresh, by his transgressions ; and if he be washed, not to 
“turn again to folly.” Antinomian ministers do not declare “THE 


WHOLE COUNSEL OF ane the Mood hearers on 
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would long since have perished, but being 
founded on a rock, neither the folly of man, 
nor the gates of hell: shall prevail against it. On 


sentiments of this preacher, as they were 


ing with breathless attention, and receiving 
‘as the most delectable communications, ‘such 


95 
ascribe to Him, who was “holy, harmless, and un- 


_ defiled,” not the atoning burden of his followers’ 


sins, but actual transgression! a participation 


in the sins of the redeemed! : If false professors 


could have endangered Christianity, the edifice 


this outrageous impiety, the language of human 


execration is too weak for a comment. — 


I took down « very Sew of the wretched 


delivered, on one Sunday evening, and [ 
here transcribe them, verbatim, (absolutely 


verbatim !) that distant Christians. may pray 


for such . benighted professors, and’ fervently 


hope that the mildew of Antinomianism may 
never ‘extend to their borders! The following 


heretical declarations are in perfect accordance 


with the avowed and notorious doctrines of 


Dr. Hawker and his. son, though ia some 
sermons. they may predominate less than in 
others. Let the reader conceive, if he can, 
the pungency of those feelings which would 
arise in his mind, on beholding one of the 
largest congregations in the whole kingdom, listen- 
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exhibitions of the Christ as the’ 
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following. 


People make a great ore about spread- 


ing Christianity, but it is no Christianity. 


Institutions and Societies are all busy in 
spreading false religion, producing, according 


to the appointment of God, a strong delusion 


2. 


that they might believe a lie, and so be 


eternally 


“These Societies” (The Bible, the Bartlett. 


Buildings, the Missionary, &c.) “are all 
hastening the reign of the man of sin, and 


the sooner this reign comes, the better, that 
the triumphs. of Satan may be over, and igual 


Give no concern ‘about your 


Faith. Having once had it, you cannot lose 


it. It is not in your own keeping, God 


keeps it, and. it is safe.” 


“You will never be better, or more holy 


the day of you than you are this 
moment.” 


“There is not a devil in hell that is more 


_ sinful and depraved, than is every one here 
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"present. our first thought in the 
morning, to our last at night, there is fo- 


thing but what is vile and devilish. It is 


the same in God’s dear people, and thereby 
Christ is honoured in yop such sinks of 

ogRbpientadsp “There is not a devil in 
hell who is more sinful than we are every 
one of us this moment. eR 


Repetition.) We shall never one of us 
Si one whit holier, or better, than we are 
“Phe more iniquity, the 
"more Anti-christian doctrines and principles 
thére’ are ‘in the world, Iwas’ going to say, 


the’ bettér,” (Why, he say it; No. 2:) 


for it- will the sooner bring about the fall 
reign of the man of sin, and then a genuine 


2% tes not a false and damnatory one, shall 


had been’ no fall, then there would 


= Have been no election; and even if there 


had béen ‘no fall ‘on ‘earth, there’ would | 
‘Mave! ‘been an eléétion in heaven.” 
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In enforcing the sovereignty of God, the Cu- 


rate concluded his argument, by the following 
very notable illustration. 


10.. “God sometimes sends. rain on one field, 


and withholds it from another, and on what 
other principle can we account for it, that 
the gospel should be preached with greater 

purity in this town [of Plymouth] than 1 in any 
other town in the kingdom 


And is this the chaff with whieh the church of 


God is to be fed? Are these the addresses which 


sinners are to receive, with death, judgment, and 
eternity before them? Are these elements for 


fostering a turbulent and contentious, spirit, to_ 


be substituted, for the earnest warnings, to live 


soberly, righteously, and godly, in this. present 
evil world? to come out from the wicked, and 


to be separate, that God, through Christ may 


receive us? 


- 


There is something.magnanimous in the late 
Seceders from the Church, contrasted with the 
conduct of Dr. Hawker, and his associates. 
The former, under; whatever. delusions they 
‘might -rest, felt discrepancy between... their 


consciences, and their required duties, : and; in 
conformity with the imagined sense of right, 
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nobly -renounced their connexion with the 
Establishment ; giving substantial evidence that 
they could respect principle, in opposition to 


interest ; and therefore furnished an indubitable 


test of their sincerity ; but here are men retain- 


ing the same sentiments, with the superaddition 
of others far more offensive and hostile to the 


Liturgy, and who yet sordidly cling to the 


emoluments of that church from which in spirit 


they are so totally alienated! But to recur 
once more to the Curate. 


The very form and features of Christianity 
are lost in the exhibitions of this minister. 


Here are triumphs for infidelity! and here is 
affliction for the devout! What! are all the 
institutions which exalt and adorn our country, 


not only not salutary, but pernicious, and 
hastening “the full reign of the Man of Sin!” 


_ The prophets of old wept over the prevalence 


of iniquity, but at such a prospect these spirits 
would have rejoiced ! | 


If ever pity should find its way to the heart, 


it would ‘be felt. for’ those who could behold 


with indifference the vast engine which the 
Almighty, in our day, has called into exercise : 
—if ever compassion should arise in the human 
breast, it would be awakened for those who 
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could coldly survey the grand movement which 


at present urges on the moral world; when 
immediate vistas are opened to the Christian’s 


eye, with remoter prospects, still more animating; 


such as excite his tears, and ca!l forth and com 
bine the praises of men, with the exultations of 


angels. At this auspicious moment, when hea- _ 


thenism trembles; when superstition is yielding 
up her long-usurped dominion ; when missiona- 
ries (as organs of the noblest societies that ever 


appeared “in the tide. of time”) with almost 


miraculous gifts, and graces, are furnishing the 
bread of life to all the nations of the earth, and 
who go forth “with their lives in their hands,” 
as “living epistles,” and exemplars of the holy 
religion they profess; at this moment, not to 
feel a glow in the heart, is treachery to God 
and man. But if to be neutral in such a season, 
when the powers of light and darkness are in 
hostile array; if to preserve apathy in such a 
¢onjuncture, when the conflict virtually exists 
between feaven and hell, indicates a frozen 
temperament of soul, that both astonishes and 


afflicts, to what befitting receptacle must those 


retire, who not only withhold their aid in such 
_@ crisis, but labour with invincible pertinacity 

to frustrate the “ better cause,” and to defame 
its | — 
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He who possesses any portion of the spirit 
of Christ would feel the deepest pungency of 
suffering from being merely debarred from all 


participation in promoting the causes, and 


undertakings which are now advancing in the 
world. It is an effort to believe that any good 
man can retire, in this season, into the recesses 
of his own selfishness, and thence view unmoved 


the spectacles of joy which on every hand pass 


before him ;—to feel. placid under the conviction 
that no prayer of his for the intrepid and toiling 


missionary augments the number that at this 


moment ascend as sweet incense to the throne 


of God; that he has extended no effort to kindle 


the ardour of those who not only say, “Thy will 
be done,” but who labour to advance that will ;— 


_ that he can successfully grapple with the internal 
monitor, under the knowledge that, in this un- 


precedented juncture, he has administered none 
of the substance with which the Highest has 
blessed him, to extend, far off, the tidings of 
the Redeemer’s name ;—that no particle of his 


money 1s circulating, i in grand combination, through 


the veins of Zruth, who is now rising, like a 
refreshed giant, from his slumbers, to achieve 
new and more memorable triumphs on the plain 
of the spiritual Armageddon. If there be-such 
characters, and such there are, who stand aloof, 
and have “no part or lot in this matter,” let 
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them retire! The cause will advance without 

them. Instruments will be called forth, more 

worthy of the honour to be put upon them, and 
these, in the midst of their glorious avocations, 

will pity their calumniators, and fervently implore 

« that the hearts of the BRORetIE! may be turned 

to the wisdom of the just.” 


Those whe Behold in ‘the present horizon no 
precursor of that bright dawn which“is to lead 
on, and ultimately unfold the “ day.of the Lord!” 
reject disdainfully a prospect and a promise 
which millions hail. But the unhappy men, 
to whom these strictures advert, have another 
day, which irradiates no eye, and cheers no 
heart but their own. Instead of anticipating — 
with delight, the period when righteousness 
shall ‘universally prevail, and Earth realize her 
predicted renovation, the Antinomian under- 

stands by his.“ Day of the Lord,” his “ true 
gospel,” "t hereafter to be revealed, and to which 
such mighty efficiency is. ascribed—indifference | 
_ to sin, to purity, to holiness, to conformity to 
God and Christ, and a mere cold recognition 
of dead faith, which fldats"in the head, but 
meyer sinks down into the heart! What benefit. 
- has resulted from their faith at present, and 
what good would it effect through illimitable 
ages ? And yet the ascendancy of “ pure 
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Antinomianism”. is to form the transcendent 
epoch, in describing which the loftiest imagina- 
tions exhausted all the splendid images of 


nature, and Prophecy herself toiled beneath 


the weight of her beatific vision. 


It is in perfect unison with such views that 


they charge their disciples to abandon all 
solicitude about their faith, and though they 
are opposed by passages innumerable, which 
enjoin them, “to strive together for the faith,” 
“to continue in the faith ;” and though St. Paul 
exultingly exclaims, “I have kept the faith,” 
yet Antinomians fortify their hearts in rebellious 
opposition, and “ wrest these, as they do the 
other scriptures, to their own destruction.” 


Does this curate affirm, “that we shall never 
be better than we are, nor more holy, to the 
day of our death?” Is it possible that he can 
read the Bible which others read? Has his 
eye never glanced on those words; “Seeing 

then that all these things shall be dissolved, 
what manner of persons ought ye to be in all 


holy conversation ‘and godliness?” or on the 


praise bestowed on those who go “from strength 
to strength?” or on the injunction, “not to 


be ‘slothful, but to be followers of them who 


through faith and patience inherit the promises!” 
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or, on the command, “Let eyery one that 
-hameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity?” 
To be ‘always abounding in the work of the 
Lord?” To be “holy in all manner of con- 
versation!” Not to be “deceived,” for that God 
is not “mocked,” but that “whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap, &e."7 5 


M ournfal aggregation of ‘hie 
same preacher declare, before a numerous 
Christian congregation, that ‘‘ there is not a 
deyil in hell who is more sinful and depraved 
than is every one here present! from his first __ 


~ 


ets the excellent volume of Sermons, ‘rébbidty published, by 
the “ Ministers of the Congregational Union of Scotland,” in a 
Discourse by David Russell, _@undee,) there is the following 
just: ‘sentiment. 


« Whatever may be said by the enemies of the cross, Christians 
are distinguished from others, not only by their faith, but by the 
sanctity of their lives. They walk in the way of holiness, and this 
is’ the way of Christ’s commandments. Holiness is an essential 
branch of salvation. It is not merely an evidence of faith, but of 
‘a change of character: it is itself the new character formed, avd | 
the very element of oyr happiness. There is in it, therefore, an 4 
intrinsic value, besides the evidence it affords of the nature of the — ; 
gospel, and the reality of our faith in it.” (p. 485.) 


Antinomians will regard the enunciation of such sentiments, with 
their usual contumelious disdain, yet this is the Christian’s “highway.” 
This “way of holiness” shall not be passed over by the unclean, 
= and “no lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast—but the 


redeemed shall walk there, 
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thought in the morning, to his last at night!” . 
This, being a direct and indiscriminate charge _ 
of abandoned morals against a particular as- 
sembly, of whom I know nothing, I can only 
express my total disbelief of its truth, and 
should have felt surprise that the traduced 
individuals, then present, did not rise, with 
commendable indignation, and quit, for the 
last time, so injurious an association, had I 
* not recollected that this diet suited their digestion, — 
formed their ordinary repast. Certainly 
such overwhelming accusations would have 
calumniated the most direful crew that 
Britain ever exiled. But on the contrary, 
if the curate meant by this general charge 
of Diabolism, to characterize all the smcere 
disciples of Christ, it is as false and foul an 
aspersion, as ever entered into the heart of 
the Father of lies ! | | abcd 


| ie It is true that vain and wandering imaginations 
. too often molest the Christian, but they are not 
entertained. They are strangers that obtrude, — 
not guests which are cherished; they excite 
vigilance and produce humility; and though 
as long as life lasts, the good man will hold 
a perpetual conflict with internal foes, and will 
acknowledge himself, in his best services, (tho’ 
a stranger to the practice of any known sin,) 
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Is of. faith in a Saviour, 
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to be an dnproftslile servant, relying on a better 


righteousness than his own, 


| “My holiest deeds indulgence will require, 
’ The best but to forgiveness will aspire.” 


Mrs. H. More’s Refctions of King Hezekiah. 


holy as the angels of 


and with David, can fervently say, (what no 
Antinomian can) ‘‘ Search me, O God!” ‘I hate 
vain iyanente, but thy Law do I love.” 


itself to Christian, its 
chief attraction from the hope, that he will 
there behold Him whom he loves, and be for 


ever like him; but if the Antinomian delights 
in the prospect of heaven, not only for its 


boundless felicity, but for its perfect holiness, 
is it not strange, beyond conception, that he 
should desire and enforce at. present, no as- 
similation to such a sstate, without which 


Inspiration has declared, man shall ‘see 


the Lord!” 


‘these perverters of the doctrines of grace, 


terminate their labours and innovations? Is 
Christianity only a phantom? and are its advo- 
cates universally ‘‘wolves in sheep’s clothing?” 
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_ a mere cloak for hypocrisy, which reserves for 
the eye of Heaven, abominations that are not 
surpassed even in hell? and is this severe 
charge transferred from infidelity to professed 
but treacherous friends? Have prophets spoken 
in vain?’ Have Paul and Peter exhorted 
in vain? has a Saviour suffered in vain, not 
to redeem from an evil world, “a peculiar 
people zealous of good works,” sustaining, in 
some humble degree, his own image, and 
aspiring after a stronger resemblance, but, to 
retain in their depraved state, obdurate offenders, 
and “sinks of iniquity,” who are not saved 
from their sins, but in their sins, both in the 
deliberate love of them and the actual practice! — 
“And such were some of you, but ye are 
washed, but ye are sanctified.” ._ Is the sanctuary 
of God to be thus violated, and those who 
attend the altar to become the advocates and 
apologists for the “workers of wickedness!” 
Is the line of demarcation between those ‘‘who 
serve God,” and those ‘“who:serve him not,” 
to be obliterated, with sacrilegious. impunity, 
and the vineyard, ‘“ which the Lord hath 
planted,” to be utterly laid “waste!” — 


_. There ever have been, and will continue to — 
be, to the end of time, in augmented numbers, — 
those amongst the sons of men, who are truly 
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the “ lights of the world, ” and “the salt of 
the earth ;” those whose hearts are, (in a limited 
sense, ) the temples of the Holy Ghost; whose 
last utterance at night, as their first in the 
morning, is, “Bless the Lord, O my soul!” 

who do indeed hunger and thirst after righteous- 
hess; who can say in the sight of Him who 
knows the heart, “Search me, and try me, 
and see if there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting.” He who 
cannot, imperfectly at least, adopt this language; 
who is not only a stranger to such hallowed 
aspirations, but scoffs at their existence, au- 
thorizes the melancholy suspicion, that he is — 
still “in the gall of bitterness, and in the bonds 

9 iniquity.” 


withhold the reniatks : which’ still crowd 
on my mind on a re-perusal of the preceding 
** heretical declarations.” Their effect however 
would be the more to be deplored, if: their 
weakness did not predominate over, and thus, 
in some measure, neutralize their wickedness. | 
If Souls were*not at we pity and 
passon. 


I» would: finally recommend’ Dr. Hawker to’ 
ponder on the speaking fact, that, (as it is 
understood)*there are but three /ar pulpits in 
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London, one at Yeovil, the 
kingdom, to which he can find access. In 
his journey from Plymouth, toward the north, 
Dr. H. might apply, for admittance, to every 


incumbent, at Exeter, at Bristol, at Gloucester, | 


at Worcester, at Shrewsbury, Chester, Liverpool, 


Manchester, Leeds and N ewcastle, and receive — 


from each a resolute denial! It is consolatory 
to find that this estimate of the Antinomian 


Heresy so generally pervades the Establishment, 


but is not the inference to be deduced from 
this marked exclusion, such as ought to make 


Dr. Hawker tremble? Is vital’ Christianity 


near its extinction, that Dr. H. is obliged to 
exclaim with the seer of old, “I only am left?” 
Is it possible that the ministers. of Christ 


ean be thus confederated against a genuine 


disciple? Or could any but an Antinomian 
believe that religious truth, in some of. its 
grandest features, should have remained wholly 
concealed for eighteen hundred years, ‘till a 
modern luminary arose, “in the fulness of 
time,” to throw lustre over the dark page 
of inspiration? Can Dr. H.. believe ‘that 
those who have “ died in faith,” from. the 
commencement of the Christian era ;—that 
the spirits of the “just made perfect,” -tra- 
velled darkly on through their earthly sojourn; 
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ignorant of the truth, and cheered alone by a 
« damnatory gospel” ? 


That © the light in which he regards the 
meaning of scripture is different from that 
which was entertained by the judicious inter- 
preters of all ages, Dr. H. triumphantly, yet 
not very modestly affirms: but foreign in- 


fluence he disdains. Marvellous as it may 


appear, he considers his own unsupported 
opinion as more than a counterpoise to the 
opinions of all our Hookers, Barrows, Taylors, 
-Doddridges and Wattses, and at the same 
time preserves his composure undisturbed, as 
well as his conviction unshaken, under the 
certain knowledge that his interpretation bears 
no affinity to that of the Fathers of the 
church, nor to any one of those Protestant 


Worthies, whose names are held in everlasting 


remembrance ! 

Dr. Hawker, and his ‘coadjutors,: may con- 
tinue toderide humility,» with all the other 
Christian Virtues; they may persist in uttering 
denunciations of ignorance against: all the 
ministers of their own and other communities ; 


they may stand on’ the pedestal of their own | 


erection, and “arrogate. to themselves: the 
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of infallibility ; they may abstain from warning 
the souls committed to their care, to ‘“ depart 
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_ from evil and do good ;” they may scoff at, 


and continue their efforts to oppose and frus- 


_ trate, all the institutions which are the oats of 


their country; they may “mock at sin,” and 
sedulously cherish the same spirit in others, 
but, “For all this, God will vai them into 
judgment 
| C. 
Bristol Aug. 1. 1823. 


ERRATA. 


Page 63, line 8,—dele “it seems that.” ; 
Page 75, line 3,—for “ Apostles’,” read “ Athan: 
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